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A SERMON 
BY THE LATE REV. JOHN FLETCHER, VICAR OF MADELEY ; 
Supposed to have been preached soon after he entered the Ministry. 


Except a man be born again, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God, 
Joun 111. 3. 


(Concluded from page 245.) 


11. Bur 1 know that all these proofs will not convince a man 
as long as he does not see why we must be born again: there- 
fore I beg leave to lay before such an one the reason why God 
insists so much upon our regeneration in all parts of the Bible. 

Whether we think of it or not, brethren, it is certain that man 
once enjoyed in Adam a life of happiness and holiness, loving 
God with all his soul, in every thing giving thanks, and rejoicing 
evermore. But, alas! his disobedience soon destroyed that life ; 
for according to the sentence which God had pronounced, “ in 
the day thou eatest thereof thou shalt surely die,” he died spir- 
itually ; he died to happiness, to holiness, and to God; and from 
that spiritual death he hastened to bodily death, and, if not pre- 
vented by regeneration, to death eternal, “the destruction of 
body and soul in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone.” 
Now Adam, having thus destroyed himself, (being made. the 
devil’s slave, and covered all over with his leprosy) swelled 
with pride, enflamed with lust, and filled with enmity to God, 
and unbelief of his sacred word: Adam, I say, being in that 
wretched state, could not beget children in a better nature than 
he had himself. ‘Can a clean thing come out of an unclean ? 
and can the streams be wholesome when the fountain is poi- 
soned ?*? 

12. What, then, is the plain consequence? The whole lump 
oh attend is leavened with the leaven of spiritual as well as 

Tou. IV, 36 
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bodily-death. Hear the word’ of the bord, “ All flesh has cor: 
rupted its way upon earth.” ‘ All have sinned and come short 
of the glory of God.” “I was born insin,” says David, “and 
in iniquity did my mother conceive me.” St. Paul, with all the 
believers at Ephesus, owned that before they were born again, 
they ‘ were children of wrath even as-others.’? Do we want more 
striking proofs ?”? Let us only look into our lives, and we shall 
see too-many reasons to believe, according to the word of God, 
that we are spiritually dead in sin and unbelief; for not tomen- 
tion the injustice, drunkenness, uncleanness, avarice, malice, 
revenge, envy, lying, evil-speaking,.sabbath-breaking, swear- 
ing, cursing, profaneness, and all those overflowings of ungodli- 
ness which appear more or less in. the conversation of too many 
of us; let us only examine our hearts, even now that we are in 
the presence of God. Are not they, in generat, like so many 
stones, void of all spiritual feeling ? Is there not in our necks an 
iron sinew that hinders us from stooping to God and worship- 
ping him in spirit and in truth ? And -has not our stubbornness 
and unbelief of the word of God, caused some of us to murmur 
already at the severity of our Lord’s doctrine ; while others, 
perhaps, flatter themselves still with hopes of salvation without 
experiencing the new birth: this alone is-a plain proof that we 
have not recovered from: Adam’s fall, since, after his example, 
we believe Satan when he saith, “Ye shall not surely die,” 
rather than Christ, who declares in the text that, if we are: not 
born again, we cannot enter into his kingdom. Oh! if our 
hearts should rise in that manner against our Lord’s doctrine, 
let us consider what one of the prophets told: Saul in such 
case, ‘Rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft before God, and 
stubbornness is as iniquity and idolatry ; because thow hast re- 


jected the word of the Lord, the Lord hath also:rejected thee.” 


13. Now, brethren, if from the testimony of Seripture, the 
sins of our life, and the present stupid’ disposition of our hearts, 
it appears so clearly that we are estranged from God, and that 
our nature is just the reverse of his, does it not follow that before 
we can enter into his kingdom, we must put off this brutish and 
devilish nature of ours—and become “ partakers of the Divine 
nature.”? 

This appears so plain, that our darkened reason, even without 
the light of revelation, is forced to agree to it. Who can deny, 
for a, that all gluttons, drunkards, unclean persons, 10 
a word, all the sons and daughters of Belial, must naturally go 
with Belial their father? like with like. Whocan doubt that 
the unjust, the covetous, and extortioners, who fight here for the 
kingdom of darkness, under the banner of mammon, ‘shall be 
banished from the kingdom of heaven hereafter, unless they are 
Sorn again, and get a new nature? Who can deny that every 
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worldly-minded person, every one that loves pleasure more-than 
God, that cares for earth more than heaven, shall have his por- 
tion with the god of this world, whose slave or child he still is. 
And suppose any one thinks this expression too hard, let. him 
hear Jesus‘Christ himself, who said plainly to the-pharisees of 
his age, ‘Ye are of your father the devil, and the works of 
your ‘father you do;’? though they thought themselves good 
enough, without being bern again, because outwardly they were 
less wicked ‘than others. It follows, that every -unregenerate 
man has in himself.the nature of his father, and:can-never go te 
God unless he be renewed by the Spirit of-God. 

14. Again: Does not good sense teach.us that-a‘soul who is 
overcharged with earthly pleasures, surfeiting, drunkenness, or 
the cares of this world, will sink into:the bottomless pit for the 
same reason ‘that a-stone-falls down by its own weight. And is 
it not plain that a man,:whose heart never felt the fear and love 
of God, who never had-his conversation in heaven, and never 
troubled himself much about getting, by ardent -prayer, the 
wings of.a living faith, a .confirmed‘hope, and an unfeigned 
burning love towards God;—ls it not plain, I say, that sucha 
man shall be as unfit to take ‘his flight to heaven with God’s 
children, as the -heaviest .creature -on -earth .is unable to soar 
towards the -sun with.the.eagle. ‘It is, then, most certain, that 
ye must be born again,.or never see the kingdom.of God. 

15. But suppose it ‘were possible for thee, @-sinner, to enter 
into heaven without having experienced the.new birth; suppose 
that Jesus-Christ, to favour thee, -would bredk his solemn word, 
{though ‘he has declared:that heaven-and earth shall pass away 
rather than that one jot or tittle of it shall remain unfulfilled,) 
what wouldst:thou -do ‘there? Drunkard! there is no strong 
drink.in heaven. Sensualist! .thou.must.leave flesh and blood 
behind, and:how great weuld be the :disappointment to be de- 
prived of-all:the means of thy present happiness? Nay, being 
obliged to-carry along with thee all the appetites, tempers, and 
passions, which now predominate in thy soul, and at the same 
time not being able to satisfy them, heaven itself would be no 
rs ha for thee, and thy discontent would even,prove a-kind of 

ell. 

And you, worldlings.! how great would :your -disappaintment 
be also? You-could have neither care ph nor dancing as- 
sembhies:; norcould you find among.all:the glorified saints one 
soul willing to-spend a moment in talking about nothing, or about 
dress, or:in hearing all the tales you pick up to slander or ridi- 
cule your neighbour. Confess, then, that is must be horn 
again, or have your portion far from God and his holy angels. 

16. But some one, perhaps, will be ready to. say, “I ac- 
knowledge that swearers, extortioners, whoremongers, and.the 
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like, cannot be saved without a new birth,’’ (for the oaths and 
curses of the profane shall not be mixed with the hallelujahs of 
angels, any more than the injustice of extortioners shall disturb 
the peace of saints: and it shocks good sense to think that the 
impure and sensual will be permitted to offend the pure eyes of 
God with their debaucheries ;) “ but I bless God, I am not one 
of them. I have lived soberly and justly from my youth up; 
and I hope I have been as constant at church and sacrament as 
most people: Now, must I be born again, as well as daring 
sinners ? Was not I born of water and the Spirit at my baptism ?” 

17. Before l answer this serious question, suffer me to ask thee 
one that is not less important. Hast thou made thy peace with 
God? Is Christ revealed in thee? Does he dwell in thee and 
thou in him? Hast thou received the Spirit of adoption, bearing 
witness with thy Spirit that thou art a child of God? (See Rom. 
vill.) Is the love of God shed abroad in thy heart? Dost thou 
know what it is to enjoy the light of God’s countenance? Or to 
be troubled, like David, for want of it? Is thy soul athirst for 
the living God? And dost thou pant after his likeness as the 
hart panteth after the water brook? Dost thou no longer con- 
form thyself to this present evil world, living here as a stranger 
and pilgrim, and hastening with joy to the New-Jerusalem, where 
thy heart is gone before thee? In short, does thy soul as natural- 
ly mount up to God in ardent prayers and delightful praises, as 
the flame mounts upwards? And dost thou shew forth the praises 
of him that hast called thee from darkness to light in all thy 
conversation, by all meekness, gentleness, long-suffering, pa- 
tience, humility, holy mourning, holy joy, and heavenly mind- 
edness ? 

18. If with Peter thou eanst look by faith unto Jesus, and say 
with humble confidence, ‘ Lord, thou knowest all things, thou 
knowest that I love thee: if thou canst take him to witness 
that thou findest in thy heart every day more and more the vir- 
tues and dispositions above-mentioned ; thou art a child of God 
—thou art born again—thou art passed from death unto life.— 
Whether the mighty change was wrought at thy baptism, or at 
any other time, it matters not; thou art a living member of 
Christ, and an heir of the kingdom of heaven. Only persevere, 
grow in grace—Be faithful unto death, and thou shalt have 
the crown of life. 

19. But if, so far from finding in thyself these marks of the 
new birth, in some considerable measure at least, thy conscience 
rises against thee, and thou art forced to own that thy heart 
cleaveth to the creature more than to God, to earth more than 
heaven, be not offended if I tell thee in the name of Christ, and 

pursuant to his doctrine, that thou must be born again, or be 
shut out of heaven, Ido not mean that thou must reform thy 
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life as presumptuous sinners, for I suppose thee to be free from 
all intemperance and dishonesty, and averse to all profaneness. 
But this Jesus affirms, that notwithstanding thy morality and 
form of religion, thou must experience also an inward change 
before thou canst enjoy happiness in heaven ; for the joys -of 
saints there are all spiritual and religious, but thou hast no taste 
or relish for religious pleasures ; it is weariness to thee to spend 
some part of the Lowe-day in hearing God’s word, or convers- 
ing with him by prayer and praise. And dost thou think thou 
art likely to be happy in heaven, where loving, admiring, and 
praising God will make all the happiness of saints through the 
ages of eternity. Besides, thou art carnally-minded; and to be 
carnally-minded is death. Thy sins are not forgiven thee, for if 
they were, thou wouldst love much. Thou art, then, still un- 
reconciled to God, and an enemy to Christ; if not by thy con- 
versation, atleast by the tempers of thy heart. Thou must, 
then, be born again, even as any other person, for the word of 
Giod bears this testimony of thee, that thy inward parts are very 
wickedness, thy heart is full of the love of the world, and of a 
thousand foolish and hurtful desires; in short, thou art alive 
unto the things of earth; and drowsy, stupid, and dead to the 
things of God. 

20. Do not say, I was born again in baptism; for, besides 
that the most abandoned sinners can plead as much, does not St. 
Peter say, that the ‘ baptism which saves us is not the outward 
washing of the body; but the answer of a good conscience, being 
sprinkled with the blood of Jesus in the new birth?” And does 
not St. Paul affirm, that in Christ Jesus, neither circumcision 
avails any thing, nor uncircumcision, but a new creation, a tho- 
rough change of soul: or to use the words of the Church, a new 
and contrite heart, with which God always bestows entire par- 
don and forgiveness of all our sins. 

Now, brethren, if these things be so, if none can deny them, 
but those who trample under foot the truth as it is in Jesus, how 
miserably deluded are those who trust in a form of godliness, in 
an outward reformation, or in the strictness of their morals. All 
these things, though very good in their proper place, without a 
change of heart, are but broken reeds which will pierce the 
hands of those that Jean upon them, and let them fall into the 
bottomless pit. For let no one deceive himself. If the unre- 
generate soul cannot enter into the kingdom of heaven, it must 
be shut up in that of darkness, there is no middle place. And 
it will be sufficient not to have known Christ experimentally ir 
the new birth, to be ranked with the reprobates at last. 

‘Depart from me,’’ shall the meek, the loving, the mercifal 
Jesus be forced to say to all those that shall not be qualified for 
his kingdom by regeneration“ Depart from me, | never knew 
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you.” Depart with those fallen angels whose dark, proud, and 
sensual nature you never put off by regeneration. 

But let me put an end here to these sad, yet necessary reflec. 
tions, and hasten to conclude, by laying before you in few words, 
the glad tidings of salvation: for the ministers of Christ are 
messengers of peace, and Ged knows that if ever they are 
obliged to awake drowsy sinners, and to probe their spiritual 
wounds by speaking plain words, it is only to apply with more 
success the remedy which God’s mercy has prepared for them. 

Know, then, that the Lord is merciful, and that he delighteth 
not in the death of a sinner, but chooseth rather that he should 
be converted and live. Know that he has prepared an infallible 
remedy, to recover every fallen soul ; and that if you will apply 
in earnest to him for it, you shall attain to a life of happiness 
and holiness kere, which shall be crowned with eternal glory 
hereafter. 

Know that that remedy cost him no less than the blood of his 
Son—his only Son—and that faith, a living faith, is the only 
means to apply it to yoursouls. Hearthe word ot God; “ Be- 
lieve in the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved.”? He 
that believeth is born of God. Tethem gave Jesus power to 
become sons of God, even to them that believe in hisname. We 
are the children of God through faith in Jesus Christ. But be- 
ware that you mistake not faith. It isnot the dry, speculative, 
barren faith, which every drunkard and every worldly-minded 
sinner professes to have. No, it is a close union with Christ, 
and a receiving him in the heart upon God’s own terms ; whence 
arises a humble confidence that our sins are forgiven us, and 
that we who were once afar off are now reconciled to God 
through the blood of Christ. From this faith follows a loving 
heart to God and all mankind; a desire stronger than death 
to live henceforth only to the glory of Him that loved us unto 
death; and a happiness which is the earnest and the foretaste 
of heavenly joys. 

It is true, that the living faith by which we are thus born 
again, is the gift of God, and the work of his Holy Spirit: but 
what said our blessed Lord, ‘Seek, and ye shall find ; knock, 
and it shall be opened unto you; for your heavenly Father will 
give his Holy Spirit to them that ask him.” 

Why should we then delay, brethren? If God is ready, as 
he most certainly is, now, while the door of mercy is yet open, 
while the Lord stretches still to us the arms of his patience and 
love, let us not harden our hearts. Let us break off oursins by 
repentance. With shame and sorrow let us arise and go to the 
blessed Jesus ; resolved to wait at his feet in all the means of 
grace, till he is pleased to make us whole, and to prepare us for 
heaven by causing us to be born again of his Spirit; which, if 
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we do, I take heaven and earth to witness, with all the promises 
of that Book by which we are to be judged at the bar of God, 
that the Lord will be faithful on his part, and will bestow his 
grace upon us, so that we shall rejoice in the midst of all the 
misfortunes of life—exult in sickness—triumph in death, and 
shout for joy with all the sons of God, when this earth is burnt 
up in the day of the Lord. Which may God grant, for his infi- 
nite mercy’s sake, through Jesus Christ our Lord; to whom 
with God the Father, and God the Holy Ghost, be ascribed, as 
is most due, all honour and praise from this time forth for ever- 


more. 
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OBSERVATIONS ON THE CHARACTER AND DEATH OF DR. JOHNSON.) 


Extracted from Wilks’s Christian Essays. 


Tue case of our great English moralist isa most decisive 
illustration of the impossibility of discovering any mode of so- 
lacing a scripturally enlightened conscience, except that which 
the gospel has revealed. Had Dr. Johnson been ignorant of 
his sinfulness in the sight of God, he might have expired, as 
thousands every day expire, ina blind and fatal repose ; or had 
he been inclined to infidelity, he might have jested, like Hume 
and others of a similar school, on the subject of his. approaching 
dissolution. Neither, however, of these effects would have 
constituted that true peace which his spiritually-directed mind 
so eagerly sought, and which, before his death, he most certain- 
ly obtained. 

A few practical remarks upon the subject of the last hours 
of this illustrious man, will not only be a forcible comment upon 
the foregoing propositions, but will tend to shew that what Dr. 
Johnson’s best friends and biographers have been almost asham- 
ed to confess, and have industriously exerted themselves to pal- 
liate, constituted, in. truth, the most auspicious. circumstance of 
his life, and was the best proof of his increase in religious, 
knowledge and holiness of mind. 

Whoever considers with a Christian eye, the death of Dr. 
Johnson, will readily perceive that, according to the usual order 
of Providence, it could not have been free as agitation and 
anxiety. Johnson was a man of a tender conscience, and one 
who, from his very infancy, had been instructed in Christian 
principles. But he was also, in the strict judgment of revealed 
religion, an inconsistent man. Neither his habits nor his cem- 
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panions had been such as his own conscience approved; and 
even a short time before his end, we find one of his biographers 
jamenting that ‘the visits of idle and some worthless persons 
were never unwelcome to him, on the express ground that these 
things drove on time.’? His ideas of morality being of the 
highest order, many things, which are considered by men at 
large but as venial offences, appeared to him as positive crimes. 
Even his constitutional indolence and irritability of mind were 
sufficient of themselves to keep him constantly humbled and 
self-abased; and though among his gay or literary companions 
he usually appears upon the comparatively high ground of a 
Christian moralist, and the strenuous defender of revealed reli- 

ion; yet, compared with the Divine standard and the test of 
truth, he felt himself both defective and disobedient. 

Together with this conscientious feeling he had adopted certain 
incorrect, not to say superstitious ideas, respecting the method of 
placating the Deity. He seems, for example, to have believed 
that penance, in its confined and popish sense as distinguished 
from simple penitence, is of great avail in procuring the Divine 
favour and forgiveness. Thus, when his conscience distressed 
him on account of an act of disobedience to his parent, we find 
him many years afterwards remaining a considerable time in the 
rain, exposed in the public streets to the ridicule and the con- 
jectures of every spectator. As far as filial affection and true 
amiableness of mind are concerned, the actor in such a scene 
deserves and ensures universal veneration and esteem. Even 
while we smile at the somewhat ludicrous nature of the action, 
we instinctively feel a sympathy and respect, which perhaps a 
Wiser, but less remarkable mode of exhibiting his feelings, 
might not have procured. But Johnson seems to have perform- 
ed this humiliation from higher considerations than mere sor- 
row for the past; for he emphatically adds, “ in contrition I 
stood, and I hope the penance was expiatory.” 

If these words really mean any thing—and when did Dr. John- 
son utter words without meaning ?—he must have intended by 
them to express his hope that the previous fault was really atoned 
for, ina religious sense, by the subsequent acts of self-denial; or, 
in other words, that God accepts human penance as an -expia- 
tion for human sins; a doctrine to which revealed religion gives 
no sanction whatever. Johnson’s system appears, at this time, 
to have been, as it were, a sort of barter between himself and 
Heaven, and consequently his chief fear was less the equivalent 
which he presented should not be sufficient to entifle him, in the 
Divine mercy, to the pardon of his transgressions. His trust 
an the Redeemer, though perfectly sincere, does not appear to 
have been either exclusive or implicit; for though all his pray- 
ers for mercy and acknowledgments of blessings were offere: 
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up solely through the merits and mediation of Jesus Christ, he 
seems, in point of fact, for many years to have viewed the atone- 
ment rather as a medium, through which God is pleased to ac- 
cept our imperfect services, and to make them adequate, by the 
conditions of a remedial law, to the purchase of heaven, than as 
a sacrifice through which alone heaven is fully secured and freely 
given to the believing penitent. Dr. Johnson’s line of reading 
in Divinity was, perhaps, unfavourable to a full perception of 
Christian truth. ‘The writings of Mr. Law in particular, which 
he had studied with some attention, were by no means well 
adapted to his peculiar case. For a thoughtless, a frivolous, or 
an impenitent sinner, the ‘Serious Call”? might have been emi- 
nently useful in exciting a deep consciousness of guilt, a salu- 
tary remorse for the past, and holy resolutions for the future ; 
and as far as these elements of religion extend, the perusal of 
this celebrated ‘book might doubtless have had some good ef- 
fect upon the mind of Dr. Johnson. But in the consolatory 
parts of the gospel; in the free and undisguised exhibition of a 
Redeemer, whose sacrifice is perfect and all-sufficient; in the 
inculcation of the gracious promises of a reconciled Father to 
the returning prodigal, Law, and other writers of a similar 
school, are undoubtedly defective; and the same defect seems 
to have characterized, for many years, the views of our illustri- 
ous moralist. He lived in a perpetual dilemma, by trusting to 
works which his well-informed conscience told him were not 
good, and yet on the geodness of which, in-conjunction, at least, 
with the merits of Christ, he placed kis dependence tor eternity. 

To give, therefore, comfort to the mind of such a man as 
Dr. Johnson, there were but two modes; either by blinding his 
conscience, or by increasing his faith ; either ‘by extenuating his 
sins, or by pointing out in all ats glories the sufficiency -ef the 
Christian ransom. The friends who surrounded this eminent 
man during the greater part of his life, were tittle qualified to 
perform the latter, and therefore very naturally resorted to the 
tormer. They found their patient, so to speak, in agony ; but 
instead of examining the wound and applying the remedy, they 
contented themselves with administering anodynes and opiates, 
and persuading their afflicted friend, that there existed no-cause 
of danger or alarm. 

But Johnson was not thus deceived. The nostrum which has 
lulled its millions to a fatal repose, on hisn, by the mercy of God, 
had no effect. His convictions of sin were lasting as they were 
deep; it was not, therefore, until he had discarded his natural 
and long-cherished views of commutation and human desert, and 
had learned to trust humbly and exclusively to his Saviour, that 
his mind became at peace. 

Vor. IV. 37 
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Let us view some of the recorded circumstances of the trans- 
action ; and in sodoing, we shall, as Christians, have much more 
occasion to applaud the Scriptural correctness of Johnson’s feel- 
ings respecting the value of his soul, the guilt of his nature, and 
the inadequacy of man’s best merits and repentance, than to con- 
gratulate him upon the accession of such “miserable comfort. 
ers” as those appear to have been, who surrounded his dying 
pillow. 3 

Finding him in great mental distress, “ I told him,’? remarks 
one of his biographers,* ‘of the many enjoyments of which | 
thought him in possession, namely, a permanent income, toler. 
able health, a high degree of reputation for his moral qualities 
and literary exertions,” &c. Had Johnson’s depression of mind 
been nothing more than common melancholy or discontent, these 
topics of consolation would have been highly appropriate ; they 
might also have been fitly urged as arguments for gratitude and 
thanksgiving to the Almighty on account of such exalted mer- 
cies. In either of these points of view, the piety of Dr. John- 
son would, doubtless, have prompted him to acknowledge the 
value of the blessing, and the duty of contentment and praise. 
But, as arguments for quieting an alarmed conscience, they 
were quite inadequate, for what would it have profited this dis- 
tinguished man to have gained all his well-merited honours, or, 
even were it possible, the world itself, if after all, he should be- 
come, as he himself afterwards expressed it, ‘a cast-away.” 

The feelings of Dr. Johnson on this subject were more fully 
evidenced on a subsequent occasion: ‘ One day in particular,” 
remarks Sir John Hawkins, “ when I was suggesting to him these 
and the like reflections, he gave thanks to Almighty God, but 
added that, notwithstanding all the above benefits, the prospect 
of death, which was now at no great distance from him, was be- 
come terrible, and that he could not think of it but with great 
pain and trouble of mind.”? Nothing assuredly could be more 
correct than Dr. Johnson’s distinction. He acknowledged the 
value of the mercies which he enjoyed, and he gratefully “ gave 
thanks to Almighty God’? for them ; but he felt that they could 
not soften the terrors of a death-bed, or make the prospect of 
meeting his Judge less painful and appalling. Hawkins, who 
could not enter into his illustrious friend’s more just and en- 
larged views of human guilt and frailty, confesses himself to have 
been “ very much surprised'and shocked at such a declaration 
from such a man;? and proceeded, therefore, to urge for his 
comfort the usual arguments of extenuation. He reports that 
he “told him that he conceived his life to have been a uniform 
course of virtue ; that he had ever shewn a deep sense of, and 


* Sir John Hawkins. 
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zeal for religion ; and that, both by his example and his writings, 
he had recommended the practice of it; that he had not rested, 
as many do, in the exercise of common honesty, avoiding the 

rosser enormities, yet rejecting those advantages that result 
from the belief of Divine revelation; but that he had, by prayer 
and other exercises of devotion, cultivated in his mind the seeds 
of goodness, and was become habitually pious.” 

This is the rock on which numberless professed Christians 
have fatally split; and to the mercy of the Almighty must it be 
ascribed that the great and good Dr. Johnson did not add one 
more to the melancholy catalogue. For what was the doctrine 
which the narrator attempted to inculcate but this? that his 
friend, like the pharisee in the Gospel, ought to place his con- 
fidence upon his being more meritorious than other men, and 
instead of attributing.the praise to Him, who had “ made him 
to differ,’ was to “sacrifice to his own net, and burn incense to 
his own drag.”? Can we wonder that, with such flattering doc- 
trines constantly sounding in his ears, Dr. Johnson was suffered 
to undergo mens severe mental discipline, in order to reduce him 
in his own esteem to that lowly place, which, as a human, and 
consequently a fallen being, it was his duty, however high his 
attainments, or his talents, to occupy. 

The snare of spiritual pride, which Sir John Hawkins thus 
unconsciously spread for his dying friend, was the more seduc- 
tive, from the circumstance of Dr. Johnson’s life having been, 
upon the whole, correct and laudable, and from his writings 
having been eminently useful for the promotion of morality and 
virtue. ‘The convictions of a profligate man might have been 
supposed too keen and alarming to be quieted by such common- 
place soporifics ; but where there was really so much appa- 
rent cause for self-complacency and gratulation, as in the case 
ef Dr. Johnson, it must appear almost wonderful that the self- 
righteous delusion did not succeed. 

It would undoubtedly have given this biographer much satis- 
faction to have heard from his friend the ho of an 
unsubdued heart. ‘I thank God, that, upon the whole, I have 
acted my part well upon the stage of life. We are all frail and 
fallible ; but I have no ‘great sins to account for, I have been 
honest and charitable ; my conduct, I trust, has been, with some 
few exceptions, ‘ one uniform coyrse of virtue ;’ I therefore die 
in peace, looking forward to that happiness which, I trust, my 
actions have ensured, from a God of infinite mercy and compas- 
ston.”” But tothe humble and well-informed Christian, the 
penitential sorrows of Johnson, (springing as they did, from a 
heart ill at ease with itself; not so much on account of any one 
flagrant sin, as from a general sense of the exalted nature of the 
Divine law, and imperfections of the best human obedience.) will 
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appear a happier and surer pledge of his Scriptural renovation 
of mind than the most rapturous expressions which pharisaic 
confidence could have produced. 

The self-righteous arguments of Hawkins could not, however. 
touch the case of Johnson. ‘“ These suggestions,” he continues, 
‘made little impression on him; he lamented the indolence in 
which he had spent his life, talked of secret transgressions, and 
seemed desirous of telling me more to that purpose than I was 
willing to hear.” Happy was it for Dr. Johnson that his con. 
fessor’s arguments produeed so little effect, and that he was, a: 
length, instructed by a better guide than his well-meaning but 
inexperienced fiend. Had the arguments of Hawkins effected 
their intended operation, we should have seen one of the great. 
est and most powerful minds that ever animated a human frame, 
quitting its frail receptacle in a flimsy robe of self-righteousness, 
whick must have fallen from its grasp immediately after death, 
leaving the soul naked, and guilty, and defenceless, before its 
Almighty Judge. 

It is easy to conceive the language of @ plain practical Chris. 
tian, while he stood beside the death-bed of such a man as Dr. 
Johnson, and poured in the balm of religious consolation. “! 
fully admit,”” he might have said, “ your sins, yet I would point 
you to an all-powerful Saviour, and turn those very apprehen- 
sions and that godly sorrow into motives for repose. ‘True, you 
are in yourself all that you have confessed yourself to be ; and 
if you were not, a Redeemer would be of no value, for Christ 
came ‘not to heal the whole, but them that are sick.’ I rejoice 
that you thus feel and acknowledge vour transgressions ; for 
though beyond most men you have cause for gratitude, though 
you have enjoyed God’s highest gifts, though by his preventing 
grace, operating through the medium of a religious education, 
and a tender conscience, you have been enabled to preserve a 
moral deportment, yet your ‘righteousness extendeth not unto 
God.’ What you have, you have received, and great, therefore, 
as may have been your talents, and useful as may have been your 
life, you have nothing so good and perfect as to be fit to offer to 
the Almighty asa claim to Heaven. Yet, on the other hand, is 
not your very consciousness of guilt the best hope of safety, the 
brightest omen of pardon? Has it not bowed you down in con- 
trition ? Has it not taught yeu the inestimable value of the Re 
deemer’s sacrifice and death? Youacknowledge yourself a sin- 
ner, and what is the characteristie of the gospel, but that the 
blood of Christ cleanseth from all sin? On this rock only can 
you find a firm foundation for the hopes of a human soul; bu‘ 
here it may build securely amidst all the agitating storms of en 
alarmed conscience and a tempestuous world., Repose, then. 
upon your Saviour, in simple and firm reliance, knowing that he 
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esses the same ability and will, to be merciful to you as to 
him, who, like you, confessed himself the ‘ chief of sinners,’ 
but who, nevertheless, found peace in his Redeemer, and was 
eventually filled ‘with joy unspeakable and full of glory.’°— 
Look, then, to Him who is ‘the Author and Finisher of our 
faith,’ and to Him from whom ‘all good desires proceed ;’ con- 
template the end, the nature, the extent, the value of the sacri- 
fice of Christ, and see whether there be any scriptural reason 
why you should be excluded from its benefits. Look also to 
that Divine Spirit, who is the guide, the enlightener, the conso- 
ler, and the sanctifier of the Christian church, to subdue unbe- 
lief, to increase faith, and to implant a never-ending hope, 
which shall support you amidst all the afflictions of life, and 
raise you far above the terrors of the grave.” 

Thus, a plain and honest religious friend might have gone on 
to ‘preach the gospel’ in that a" ro with which it was at 
first dispensed, and to exhibit in all their amplitude and free- 
dom the grace, the mercy, the compassion of God; the atone- 
ment and intercession of Christ; the promised influence of the 
Holy Spirit ; with every other topic connected with the salva- 
tion and happiness of a penitent transgressor. There might, 
indeed, have been nothing remarkably novel or inviting in the 
manner of stating these simple truths ; yet, coming from a warm 
and honest heart, and being accompanied with that Divine ben- 
ediction which is never wanting where the soul has been pre- 
pared by contrition for its reception, they might have produced 
the happiest effects, when philosophic suasion, and human ad- 
vice had exerted themselves in vain. In moments of great men- 
tal distress, arguments, which even a child in religion could 
readily discover and apply, might be wanting to quiet the mind 
ef even such a man as Dr. Johnson himself. 

But in the narrative of Hawkins, and in the arguments which 
we find him proposing to the dying moralist, these and similar 
topics of genuine consolation appear to have had no place. 
That ‘ blood which cleanseth from all sin’ is:‘scareely, or-only in- 
cidentally mentioned. We find the narrator continuing, in the 
foHowing strain, his inefficient consolations :” 

‘In a visit which I made him in afew days, in consequence 
of a very pressing request to see nie, I found him labouring un- 
der very great dejection of mind. He bade me draw near to 
him, and said he wanted to enter into a serious conversation 
with me; and upon my expressing my willingness to join in it; 
he, with a look that cut me to the heart, told me that he had the 
prospect of death before him, and that he dreaded to meet his Sa- 
viour. I could not but be astonished at sucha declaration, and 
advised him, as I had done before, to reflect on the course of 
Ifis life, and the services he had rendered to the cause of reli- 
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gion and virtue, as well by his example as his writings; to 
which he answered, that he had written as a philosopher, but 
had not lived like one. In the estimation of his offences he 
reasoned thus: ‘Every man knows his own sins, and what 
grace he has resisted. But to those of others, and the circum. 
stances under which they were committed, he is a stranger.— 
He is, therefore, to look on himself as the greatest sinner that 
he knows of.’ At the conclusion of this argument which he 
strongly enforced, he uttered this passionate [impassioned] ex- 
clamation: ‘ Shall I who have beena teacher of others, be my. 
self a cast-away 2?” | 

In this interesting passage—interesting as detailing the re- 
ligious progress of such a mind as Dr. Johnson’s—how many 
important facts and reflections crowd upon the imagination! 
We see the highest human intellect unable, at the approach of 
death, to find a single argument for hope and comfort, though 
stimulated by the mention of all the good deeds and auspicious 
forebodings which an anxious and attentive friend could suggest. 
Who yet beholds this eminent man, thus desirous to open his 
mind, and to “enter into a serious conversation” upon the most 
momentous of all subjects which can interest an immortal being, 
but you must regret that he had not found a spiritual adviser 
who was capable of fully entering into his feelings, and admin- 
istering scriptural consolation to his mind ? 

The narrator informs us in this passage that ‘ he could not 
but be astonished at such a declaration,” as that which Dr. 
Johnson had made. But in reality where was the real ground 
for astonishment? Is it astonishing that an inheritor of a fallen 
and corrupt nature, who is about to quit the world, and to be 
‘‘ judged according to the deeds done in the body,’? should be 
alarmed at the anticipation of the event, and be anxious to un- 
derstand fully the only mode of pardon and acceptance? Rather, 
is it not astonishing that every other intelligent man does not feel 
at his last hour the same anxieties which Dr. Johnson expe- 
rienced? unless, indeed, they have been previously removed 
by the hopes revealed in that glorious dispensation which alone 
undertakes to pofht out in what way the Almighty sees fit* to 
pardon a rebellious world. Noman would, or could have been 
astonished who knew his oWn heart; for, as Dr. Johnson truly 
remarked, every Christian, how fair soever his character in the 
estimation of others, ought to look upon himself as “ the great- 
est sinner that he knows of ;’? a remark, be it observed, which 
shews how deeply Dr. Johnson had begun to drink into the 
spirit of that great Apostle, who, amidst all his excellencies con- 
fessed and felt himself, as was just remarked, “ the chief of sin- 
ners.”? 
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What a contrast does the advice of Hawkins, as stated by him- 
self in the preceding passage, form to the scriptural exhortation 
of our own church? Instead of advising his friend seriously to 
examine himself “ whether he repented him truly of his former 
sins, steadfastly purposing, (should he survive,) to lead a new 
life, having a lively faith in God’s mercy through Christ, with a 
thankful remembrance of his death, and being in charity with 
all men;”” he bids him look back to his past goodness, and is 
astonished that the survey is not attended with the hope and sat- 
isfaction which he had anticipated. But the truth was, that on 
the subject of religion, as on every other, Dr. Johnson enter- 
tained far more correct ideas than the friends around him; and 
though he had not hitherto found peace with his Creator, through 
the blood of Jesus Christ, yet he coulel not be satisfied with the 
ordinary exertions of an uninformed or pharisaic mind. 

The sun did not, however, set in this long-continued cloud, 
for Johnson at length obtained comfort, where alone true com- 
fort could be obtained, in the sacrifice and mediation of Jesus 
Christ ; a circumstance to which Sir John Hawkins transiently 
alludes ; but the particulars of which must be supplied from the 
narrative of Boswell, whose words are as follows : 

‘Dr. Brocklesby, who will not: be suspected of fanaticism, 
obliged me with the following account: ‘ For some time before 
‘his death all his fears were calmed and absorbed by the preva- 
‘lence of his faith ; and his trust in the merits and propitiation 
‘of Jesus Christ. He talked often to me about the necessity of 
‘faith in the sacrifice of Jesus; as necessary beyond all good 
‘ works whatever, for the salvation of mankind.’ ”’ 

Even allowing for the brevity of this statement, and for the 
somewhat chilling circumstance of its coming from the pen of a 
man, who ‘will not be suspected of fanaticism,’? what a triumph 
was here for the plain unsophisticated doctrines of the gospel, 
especially that of free justification by faith in Jesus Christ! 
After evéry other means had been tried, and tried in vain, a 
simple, penitential reliance upon the sacrifice of the Redeemer, 
produced in the heart of this devout man a peace and satisfac- 
tion which no reflections upon human merit could bestow. He 
seems to have acquired a completely new idea of Christian 
theology, and could doubtless henceforth practically adopt the 
animating language of his own church in the eleventh article, 
“that we are justified by faith only, is a most wholesome doc- 
trine, and very full of comfort.” 

There are several ways in which the distress of Dr. Johnson, 
during his latter years, may be considered, of which the most 
correct, perhaps, is that of its having been permitted as a kind 
and fatherly chastisement from the Almighty for the inconsisten- 
cies of his life. Both Johnson himself, and his most partial bi- 
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ographer, intimate that his character was not perfectly free evey, 
from gross sins ; but omitting these unpleasant recollections, we 
are at least certain that his general habits and companions du. 
ring a considerable ‘part of his life, were not such as a strictly 
consistent Christian would have chosen, because they were not 
such as could in any way conduce to his spiritual comfort or im- 
provement. Dr. J. was, indeed, called in the usual course of 
Providence, to “live in the world;” but it was his duty so to 
have lived in it, “as not of it ;”? and with the high sense which 
he uniformly entertained of religion, and the vast influence 
which he had justly acquired in society, his conduct and exam. 
ple would have been of the greatest service in persuading men 
to a holy as well as virtuous fife, to a cordial and complete self. 
dedication to God, as well as to a general decorum and purity 
of conduct. 

It is certain that, in reflecting on his past life, he did not view 
it as having been truly and decidedly Christian. He even prays 
in his dying hours that God would “ pardon his date converston;” 
thus evidencing not simply the usual humility and contrition of 
every genuine Christian, but, in addition to this, a secret con: 
sciousness that his heart had never before been entirely “ right 
with God.” 

Tlad Johnson survived this period of his decisive ‘“ conver- 
sion,’ we might have expected to have seen throughout his 
conduct that he had indeed become “a new creature in Christ 
Jesus.’? His respect for religion, and his general excellence 
of character, could not, perhaps, have admitted of much visible 
change for the better; but in heavenly-mindedness, in love and 
zeal for the souls of men, in deadness to the world and to fame, 
in the choice of books and companions, and in the exhibition 
of all those spiritual graces which belong peculiarly to the 
Christian nature, we might and must have beheld a marked im- 
provement. Instead of being merely the Seneca of the English 
nation, he might possibly have become its St. Paul, and would, 
doubtless, in future, have embodied his moral injunctions, not 
in the cold form of ethical philosophy, or even the generalities 
of the Christian religion, but in an ardent love to God and faith 
in our Lord Jesus Christ; in a union to the Redeemer, and 2 
dependence upon that Holy Spirit who is the Enlightener and 
Sanctifier. That such a supposition is not visionary, may be 

roved even from the meagre accounts afforded by a spectator 
who would of course be inclined rather to soften down than to 
give prominence to any thing which might be construed into 
‘‘fanaticism.”” Welearn, then, from this witness, that, in point 
of fact, there was already a marked alteration in Dr. Johnson's 
language upon religion, as instead of spending his time upon 
barren generalities, “he talked often about the necessity of 
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faith in Jesus.”?> That of which Dr. Johnson spoke thus, ear- 
nestly, and often, must doubtless have appeared to him as of 
the utmost importance ; and we have to lament—if indeed any 
dispensation of Providence may be lawfully lamented,—that 
Johnson had not lived to check the Pelagianism and Pharisaism 
of his age by proclaiming “ often,” and with all the weight of 
his authority, that ‘faith in the sacrifice of Jesus is necessary ;” 
beyond ail good works whatever, for the salvation of mankind. 

It will, of course, be readily allowed, that the constitutional 
melancholy of this great man might have had much influence in 
causing this religious depression ; but whatever may have been 
the proximate cause, the affliction itself may still be viewed as 
performing the office of parental correction to reclaim his re- 
lapses, and teach him the hatefulness and folly of sin. But 
without speculating upon either the final or the efficient cause, 
the medium through which that cause operated, was evidently 
an indistinctness in his views respecting the nature of the Re- 
deemer’s atonement; an indistinctness common to Dr. John- 
son, with no small class of moralists and learned men. He be- 
lieved generally in the sacrifice of Christ, but he knew little of 
its fulness and freeness, and he was unable to appropriate it to 
his own case. He was, perhaps, little in the habit of contem- 
plating the Son of God as “a great High Priest, who can be 
touched with the feeling of our infirmities,” and who is graci- 
ously interceding on our behalf. The character of the Almigh- 
ty as a reconciled Father and Friend, with whom he was to have 
daily ** communion and fellowship,” was less prominent in his 
thoughts than those attributes which render him “a consuming 
fires”? Efe feared and respected religion rather than lovéd it, 
and by building his structure for many years on a self-righteous 
foundation, he rendered the whole fabric liable to be overthrown 
by the first attack of an accusing conscience. 

In reply to any general inference to be derived from these re- 
marks, it may be urged, that Dr. Johnson’s was a peculiar and 
exempt case; and that his painful feeling of sin, and his conse- 
quent dissatisfaction with his own righteousness, were rather the 
effect of his natural malady than of any peculiarly correct ideas 
upon religion. “But even admitting this to have been the fact, 
the inference is still nearly the same, for who can assert that 
either his understanding or Ais character has been superior to 
Dr. Johnson’s, and that therefore he may be justly sustained in 
death by a support which this eminent man—from whatever 
cause—found unavailing. If the greatest moralist of his age and 
nation wasg@bliged, at Tenet, to seek repose in the same free 
mercy which pardoned the thief upon the cross, who that knows 
his own heart will henceforth venture to glory in himself? The 
conscience may, indeed, be seared; we may not feel as Johnson 
Voz, 1V. 38 
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felt ; we may be ignorant both of God and ourselves ; and thus, 
for want of knowing or believing our spiritual danger, may leave 
the world with a false tranquillity, and enter the presence of our 
Creator * witha lie in our right hand.” All this, however, is 
our misfortune, and ought not to be our boast ;. for, if our minds 
were as religiously enlightened, and our hearts as correctly: im. 
pressed as Dr. Johnson’s, we could obtain hope only where he 
ebtained it, by “faith in the sacrifice of Jesus.” 
See the Essay on True and False Repose in Death, 
Vol. [. pp. 236—264. 


Scripture Mustrated- 





From the London Methodist’ Magazine. 
OBSERVATIONS ON EXODUS XXXIV. 2]. 


** Six days thom shalt work, but on the seventh thou shalt rest: in earing 
time, and in harvest thou shalt rest.””> Exod. xxxiv. 21. 

Ir is probable that many readers may consider earing time in 
this passage, as referring to the time, when the corn begins to 
appear in the ear. Lest any readers of their Bible should be 
misled by such an interpretation, they may be informed,. that 
earing is an old English word for ploughing.. This-will help us 
to understand 1Sam. viii. 12, “He will set them to ear his 
ground, and to reap his harvest. See also Gen. xlv. 6, Deut. 
xxi. 4, Isa. xxx. 24. Wickliff, in his New-Testament, (Luke 
xvii. 7,) has, ‘* But who of you hath.a servant eringe?”” where 
the Vulgate, from which he made his translation, has arantem, 
ploughing.. What we now cali arable land, Greenway, in his 
translation of Tacitus, De Mor. Germ.-terms earable land, from 
the Latin arabilis.. Not many years ago, there was. published a 
pamphlet, entitled, ‘A sketch of an Act of Parliament to per- 
mit, under certain regulations, in wet and casual harvests, the 
appropriation of two Sundays in a year for the purpose of.car- 
rying and securing corn ;. with the reasons,. oral and religious, 
upon which this proposed act is grounded, addressed to the 
Lords and Commons in Parliament assembled.”? Qn this pam- 
phet a reviewer observed, that to.this scheme there seems to be 
no other objection than that it is too confined, and does not al- 
low Sundays enough for the kind of harvest in question ! 

The reader need not be informed,.that such an Act of Parlia- 
ment was not passed, to make “ void the law of Gotly”? and it is 
to be hoped, that the Lords and Commons will never listen to 
any such sketches as the above. Let the husbandman always 
«remember to keep holy the sabbath-day ;”” and whatever wea- 
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ther the “‘ God of harvest”? may please-to. send, let him trust. the 
fruits of the earth to-his-care, who .will honour them that honour 
him. The law of heaven-is, “on the seventh day. thou shalt 
rest,”” even “in ploughing time, and in harvest thou-shalt rest.” 

‘Dr. Adam -Clarke, on the above passage, remarks, ‘This 
commandment is worthy of especial note: many break the 
Sabbath on the pretence .of absolute necessity, because, if in 
harvest time the weather happens to be what is called bad, and 
the Sabbath day be fair and fine, they-judge it perfectly lawful 
to employ that,day .in-endeavouring to save .the fruits of the 
field, and think that-the goodness of the day, beyond the prece- 
ding, is an indication from Providence.that. it should be thus 
employed. But is not the command above, pointed directly 
against this? I] have known this law often broken on this pre- 
tence, and have never been able. to discover a single instance, 
where the persons who acted thus, succeeded.one whit better 
than their more conscientious neighbours, who availed them- 
selves of no such favourable circumstances, being determined 
to keep God's law, even to.the prejudice of their secular inter- 
ests: but no manever yet ultimately suffered loss by a consci- 
entious attachment to his-duty to-God. He who.is willing and 
obedient, shall eat the good of the land ;.and God will ever.dis- 
tinguish those in his providence, who respect his command- 
ments.’ 

On the words, “ Even in earing-time and .in harvest thou 
shalt rest,’? Mr. Benson has observed in his Commentary, “ All 
worldly business must give way to that holy rest: harvest-work 
will prosper the better for the religious observation of the sab- 
bath-day in harvest time. Hereby we must shew that we pre- 
fer our communion.with God, before either the business or the 


joy of harvest.” 


—— 
The Jittributes of God Displayed. 


From the London Methodist Magazine. 
REMARKS ON THE SURFACE OF THE GLOBE. 


‘Where ends this mighty building ? Where begin 

The suburbs of creation? Where the wall 

Whose-battlements look o’er into the vale 

Of non-existence, nothing’s strange-abode ? 

‘Say, at what point of space Jehovah dropp’d 
-His slacken’d line, and laid bis balance by: 

‘Weigh’d worlds, and measur’d Infinite, no more ? Youna. 


Tue -more we examine the several apartments-of our great 
‘abode, the more we shall be charmed with the wisdom, and fear- 


¢ 





ape A REE 
Fre 
= 


xi S35 Rabe AY KY 
agrees sea 
ee Mest se 








3006 FARTHER OBSERVATIONS ON 


fully impressed with the existence of Him who ordereth the 
nicest economy to combine with the most boundless profusion, 
and have ample reason to say with the royal Psalmist, “ The 
works of the Lord are great, sought out of all those that have 
pleasure inthem.”? In many instances, we are charmed with 
the works of art, and the skill of man. But art is dim-sighted 
in her plans, and defective even in her most elaborate essays, 
when compared with nature, or rather nature’s sublime Author. 
He is, indeed, a designer and a workman that needs not be 
ashamed. His eye strikes out ten thousand elegant models, 
and his touch executes all with inimitable perfection. Yonder 
the hills, like a grand amphitheatre, arise pompous and magnif.- 
tent ; some clad with mantling vines, some crowned with tow- 
ering cedars, some ragged and mis-shapen rocks, whose lofty 
summits aspire beyond the eye of man, or yawn with terrific 
subterraneous dens. At a great distance the mountains lift 
their frozen brows, or penetrate the clouds with their tremen- 
dous peaks. ‘The vineyard swells into a profusion of clusters; 
some tinged with the deepest purple; and délicately clouded’ 
with the most beautiful azure. The vine requires a strong re- 
flection of the sun-beams, and a very large proportion of warmth. 
How commodiously do the hills and mountains minister to this 
purpose! May we not call these vast declivities the garden- 
walls of nature ? which far more effectually than the most cost- 
ly glasses, or most artful green-houses, concentre the solar heat, 

and complete the maturity of the grape. 

‘*¢ Thy parent hand, thy forming skill, 

irm fix’d this universal chain : 

Else einpty, barren darkness still 

Had held his unmolested reign. 

Whate’er in earth, or sea, or iy. 

Or shuns, or meets, the wandering thought, 


Escapes, or strikes the searching eye, 
By THEE was to perfection brought !” 


eee XE Ce 
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For the Methodist Magazine. 


FARTHER OBSERVATIONS ON CONSISTENCY OF CHARACTER. 


How boundless the wisdom and goodness of God! How 
vast His counsels! His deep designs, treasured up in His im- 
measurable Mind, mock the feeble efforts of human reason to 
fathom, and leave the most soaring genius to deplore the scan- 
tiness of his intellectual powers. Struck witha view of theaw- 
fulness of His character, the mind of man trembles while he ap- 
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proaches into His presence, and shrinks under a sense. of the 
vast disproportion between himself and the Being he adores! . 
But notwithstanding “ He draweth back the face of histhrone, 
and spreadeth a cloud upon it,” He hath condescended to 
make Himself known to. man, in His works and ways, and more 
especially in the volume of revelation. Feeble as is the glim- 
mering taper of reason, yet, when looking through these medi- 
ums, and especially when assisted by that “Spirit which giveth 
understanding to man”? some traits of His august character are 
seen. We see through a glass darkly. As when the moon 
shines through the boughs of a thick forest, and discloses to the 
traveller the dangers he ought to avoid, so does the Almighty | 
Himself manifest to wandering mortals, enveloped as they are 
in the wilderness of this world, through His wonderous works; 
but the light of revelation breaks. in upon us like the Sun in its 
brightness, and disperses every gloomy doubt from the labourin 
mind. te 
Guided by this infallible light, we behold man dropping from 
the hands of his Maker, possessed of all those natural and moral 
qualities essential to the perfection of his nature, and which 
fitted him to fill the station he was designed to occupy with dig- 
nity, and to discharge its duties with fidelity and success. How 
is he now? A crude mass of inconsistencies. But is there any 
remedy? There is. And Christianity proclaims this remedy. 
We have a right, therefore, to expect from all its sons an exhi- 
bition of tempers and conduct that shall evince the sovereign 
efficacy of this remedy. ‘That disorder introduced into the mo- 
ral world, in consequence of the departure ofits members from 
original rectitude, is removed by the radical operation of Chris- 
lianity upon the human soul; by which man is restored toa 
capacity, and possessed of an znclination to fulfil the duties of. 
the station assigned him by his Creator. . It is true, we do not 
expect to see in a youth of fifteen, all that consistency of con- 
duct, which we do ina man of two scoreandten. ‘The rules of 
propriety seem to indicate a certain line of conduct, and a cer- 
tain exterior deportment peculiar to the age and capacity of the 
several members of human society. That vivacity of spirit 
and sprightliness of imagination which mark the age of youth, 
and those little abberations from strict propriety which want of 
experience and attentive observation might betray them into, 
may find an apology in those causes whence they originate ; 
but which, were they exhibited in men of riper years and ma- 
turer judgments, would deserve a severe reprimand. Jn those 
whose judgments are matured by age’ and experience, we ex- 
pect to see that gravity of deportment, that steadiness of con- 
duct, that deadness to worldly honours and pleasures, and that 
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deep devotion to the vital interests of religion, which evince-g 
mind constantly under the influence of a divine principle. 

To explain our views of that kind of consistency which we 
now wish to recommend, we will pourtray some of the foibles of 
Nugator. Of all the inconsistencies which degrade the Chris. 
tian character, the most degrading is that kind of fopery which 
such men exemplify in order to render themselves acceptable to 
the shallow minds of thoughtless men; for certainly none but 
such can be pleased with the unseemly appearance a man makes, 
who endeavours to blend the simple and chaste religion of the 
Lord Jesus with the gaudy trappings of worldly honours. To 
behold the unhallowed dignity.of this heaven-descended religion, 
debased and polluted by the mean appendages borrowed from 
the maxims and practices of the giddy multitude, is not less dis. 

ustful to the mind of the devout and well-informed Christian, 
than it would be to the skilful artist, to see a painter attempting 
to add to the beauty and natural gracefulness of the human fig. 
ure, by incorporating in his picture the ferocious features of the 
wild beast of the forest. As the latter would betray either his 
want of taste,.er a design to render the human form ridiculous, 
so the former shows his want of judgment to make.a true esti- 
mate of the intrinsic excellence of the Christian character. 

Nugator embraced religionin bis youth. For a time he lived 
according to the purity and simplicity of its requirements. It 
is indeed, affirmed by some, that he became its public advocate. 
That he often stood forth in its defence, in the circle of his ac- 
quaintance, is certain; and even to the present day, he pro- 
fesses a zealous attachment to its peculiar doctrines and pre- 
cepts. He is now arrived to the age of forty or more, and some 
of his children are grown:to manhood. His wife—Ah! 1 will 
not mention hername. She is content to sigh in secret, and te 
submit in silence to what she cannotcontroul. Her consolations 
are derived from the purest source. She dwells under the shad- 
ow of the Almighty, and daily drinks from the fountain-head of 
celestial pleasure. Her entreaties,.and much more her prayers, 
have had, it is true, their effect—Though unconscious of it, her 
husband is restrained in answer to her fervent supplications. 
Though his heart is not right with God, jhe is restrained in his 


desires by an unseen hand. We leave her to sigh alone—No! 


not to sigh, only for him over whom she laments—-She has a solace 
that cannot be interrupted by external circumstances. In fel- 
lowship with the Father and with His Son Jesus Christ, she has 
a terrestrial paradise. Under the shadow of His wing, where 
she securely rests, we will leave her rejoicing in hope of the 
glory of God, while we pursue Nugator, in some of his roman- 


tic flights. 
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To see, then, a man under his profession, of his age, and, 
were it not for-his insatiable thirst for the honour that cometh 
from men, of his respectable standing’ in society, mimicking the 
modern dandies who strut through the streets, folowing their 
idle customs, and adopting their false maxims, is one of those 
ridiculous sights which is so painful to the pious mind. As be- 
fore observed, some apology may be offered for youth, even 
though under the profession of godliness, if they sometimes 
swerve from those severe rules which. bind the hoary veteran in 
the cause of Christ: put sueh is the transforming power of 
Christianity upon the heart, and. its sobering influence upon the 
life, that we have seen even youth, rising up under its renova- 
ting power, exhibiting all the gravity of manhood, and all the 
sobriety and steadiness of hoary age. Y¥es! we have seen 
them adorning that walk in life in which they have moved, by 
all that consistency of conduct, which neither age nor expe- 
rience, independent of Christianity, could ever produce. And 
if such are the effects of this divine religion upon the minds of 
youth, what shall we say of such men as Nugator, who.at his 
advanced age, manifests all the cupidity of an intriguing politi- 
cian, ail the frivolity of a modern coxcomb, and who seems to 
study to throw off the gravity of the saint, and to assume the 
disgusting airs of.a modern fop! Must there not be some radi- 
cal defect in those who thus accommodate their religious con- 
duct to times and seasons, and especially tothe maxims and 
customs of the age in which they live? 

Nugator, in all his devotional exercises, moves with that me- 
chanical stiffness, and that studied formality, which evinces a 
desire to recommend himself to the consideration of the sur- 
rounding multitude, rather than to the acceptance of a heart- 
searching God! To please man, seems to be his principal aim, 
and to call forth his most strenuous efforts. Acting under the 
erroneous belief that to make religion prosperous,.is. to clothe it 
in those habiliments of human glory, which will render it respec- 
table in. the eye of the men of this world, he bends his whole at- 
tention to conform himself, and to influence others to conform 
themselves, to the habits and maxims of human policy. The 
voice of the majority forms the rules of his decisions. It seems 
almost needless to add, that his exterior deportment perfectly 
accords with these erroneous views. This, however, subjects 
him to so many windings and twistings, to fall in with the vari- 
ous ebbings and flowings of the popular current; that the max- 
im of Necker, the eminent statesman -of France, will apply to 
him with peculiar force, that “ nothing is perpetual” with him 
“but change.”? 

_ If you hear him converse respecting the Church, or any of 
ts members, his plaudits are not directed to these who are fa- 
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mous for the depth of their piety, the steadiness of their deyo. 
tion, and their strict adherence to the peculiarities of Chris. 
tianity. These excellent traits of character, if they pass un. 
der his review at all, meet with a slight reprimand as eing cer- 
tain excrescences which ought to be lopt off, or as -the spurious 
offspring of a disordered imagination. The stern virtues which 
adorn the brow of the consistent Christian, whose graces have 
become matured by a sound experience, and refined by a pa- 
tient perseverance in the school of his Divine Master, command 
not the admiration of Nugator; while ,the tinselled ornaments 
wrought by the hand of human artifice, and formed according to 
the pattern exhibited in the fashionable circles, draw from him 
a profusion of applauses. Ifa man‘can dazzle you with a few 
fine sentences, with the cadence and emphasis rightly placed, 
and pronounced with approved gracefulness; if he swims with 
the current of popular opinion, and is surrounded with the trap. 
pings of worldly splendour; anc if he is so fortunate as to ob- 
tain the encomiums of some who are generally reputed wise, and 
can bend or strut as best suits the times; this is the man who 
commands the enthusiastic commendations of Nugator. It is 
true, he must not be guilty of any offence against the laws of 
politeness; he must bea believer in Christianity ; he must have 
a fair external character; be must move in a respectable cir. 
cle, and must not have been so unfortunate as to have fallen un- 
der the censure of any of the reputed great ones of the earth; 
if he be destitute of any of these prime qualifications, wo be to 
him.’ He might as well be buried alive, as to live in the recol- 
lection of such infallible judges of true greatness. 

He thinks, indeed, that the most effectual way to serve the 
interests of religion is, to lower its requirements to the taste of 
the times, to lay aside what he considers its austerity (and this, 
by the by, is its vital principles,) and to give it that honourable 
appearance, which will render it estimable by men of high- 
minded principles. Hence, the phrases, ‘respectable appear- 
ance,” ‘respectable audience’’——-by which he means such kind 
of respectability as the beaux esprits give the stamp of their ap- 
probation,—are prensa in his mouth. 

With what abhorrence does Christianity look upon such er- 
roneous views and conduct! How flatly opposite to its distin- 
tinguished doctrines and precepts! Let no one, however, draw 
wrong conclusions from the above strictures. We are far from 
thinking that Christianity prohibits that courtesy of exterior de- 
meanour which is accompanied with interchanges of kindness, oF 
is inattentive to those laws of gentleness and affability which 
grow out of the state of society. The characteristic distinction 


between enlightened Christians, and the polished men of the 
world, in respect to relative acts towards each othcr, consists in 
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this ;—the former is the result of honest simplicity, and is the 
spontaneous effusion of a heart overflowing with divine love and 
Christian affection ; the latter is the effect of a studied polite- 
ness, manifesting itself on all occasions, with a view to accom- 
modate itself to the prevailing customs of the age in which we 
live, and the circles in which we move; the former appears on 
all oceasions without disguise, presenting an open countenance, 
expressive of the language of an honest heart replete with the 
love of God; the latter, whatever may be his inward sentiments, 
puts on the exterior garb of friendliness, and gives his hand to 
his antagonist with a view to wound him the deeper: In a ward, 
the former makes an enlightened conscience, held under the reg- 
ulating influence of God’s word, the rule of his conduct, both as 
it respects moral duties and rules of propriety, while the latter 
is bound by no law but that of convenience, and an obsequious 
attachment to public opinion; moral principles present no bar- 
rier in his way, if the object of his pursuit be his own temporal 
f  tieaeeigtet or the elevation of his fame upon the pinnacle 
of human applause. 

Now it unfortunately happens that Nugator in his intercourse 
among mankind, adopts the latter of these characters, as the 
model for his imitation. We do not say that he is actuated by 
any dishonest intentions, though the mechanical manner in 
which he performs his devacioast exercises, the studied formal- 
ity of his general deportment, and the apparent twistings with 
which he makes his contracts, and the eagerness he manifests to 
accumulate wealth, cause many to suspect the sincerity of his 
motives. But of this suspicion we shall say nothing. Omni- 
science is the exclusive attribute of Deity. He, therefore, 
alone can weigh the motives of the heart. To this high pre- 
rogative we dare not aspire. ‘Our knowledge is limited to out- 
ward actions. As far as an impartial knowledge of these will 
justify any conclusions respecting the real character of any 
man, so far we go, and no further. 

Judging from these marks, we venture to assert, that so gla- 
ringly opposite are the views and conduct of Mugator to the spirit 
and genius of the gospel of Jesus Christ, that every well-instruct- 
ed Christian must immediately perceive it. Were all believers 
influenced by similar considerations, whatever might be their 
motives, the vital principle of the Christian system, would expire 
under their corroding effects, and naught would remain but a 
dead carcase of forms and ceremonies. Such sad instances of 
human degeneracy have been frequently,—alas! too frequently 
witnessed. ‘The records of past ages unfold them. And they 
stand exposed as mournful monuments of the pride and folly of 
mutable men—monuments of the destructive tendency of in- 
Corporating with the pure doctrines and holy precepts of Christ, 
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the corrupt maxims and courtly policy of worldly men? How 
unnecessary? Does God need the arts of men to set off the 
beauty of his works? Does Christ need the progressive im. 
provements of human science to give the finishing touch to His 
system? Does the Holy Spirit acknowledge dependence on 
the puny efforts of mortal man to give completion to his opera- 
tions! Blasphemous thought! Let that religion, which descend. 
ed from Heaven to bless mankind with purity and peace, appear 
in that lovely form in which it was moulded by its Divine Av- 
thor, and it needs no extraneous colourings, no superficial dec. 
orations, to recommend it to the consideration of thinking be- 
ings. 


From the Christian Watchman. 
“REVIEWER” REVIEWED, 


(Continued from page 266.) 


We cannot pass over in silence what the Reviewers say 
of the effects of Mr. Wesley’s preaching after his return from 
Germany. ‘He now began, say they, to produce those parox- 
ysms of bodily and mental disease, which have ever since con- 
tinued to be a characteristic of his followers. At first there was 
some doubt felt by Wesley himself and many of his friends, 
whether this violent excitement were a sign of good or evil; 
whether it were the operation of God or of Satan. But whenit 
was once declared to be the work of the Holy Spirit, a door 
was opened for every species of extravagance which this sort of 
mental intoxication could produce.—Is there any great good 
likely to result from the idea, which seems to have been enter- 
tained by Wesley, that he, who has in this manner been born 
again, has reached to perfection, and cannot sin because he is 
born of God?” 

We think it likely that we are better acquainted with Mr. 
Wesley’s views upon this subject than the Reviewers then- 
selves, and we say, and challenge contradiction, that he never 
made the “declaration”? ascribed to him, nor represented it in 
any way necessary, or a privilege, to be “ born again in this 
manner.’”? We use this language because it is our purpose to 
call the attention of the Christian public to the subject, and to 
engage the Reviewers to bring evidence, other than Mr. South- 
ey’s assertion, for what they have said, or retract it, or be more 


cautious in future. 
It is true that during the summer of 1739, “Mr. Wesley’s 





‘preaching in some places began tobe attended with extraordi- 


nary circumstances, which made much noise, and gave great of- 
fence. Under his sermons, some persons trembled from head 
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to foot; others fell down and cried out with a loud and bitter 
cry; while others became speechless, and seemed convulsed 
as if in the agonies of death. After prayer for them, many 
rose up rejoicing in God, and testifying that they had redemp- 
tion through the blood of Christ, even the forgiveness of sins ac- 
cording to the riches of his grace. Mr. Wesley himself, at first, 
knew not how to judge of these extraardinary things; but when 
he found that most of the persons so affected, held fast~their 
confidence, and walked worthy of their Christian calling, adorn- 
ing the gespel of God our Saviour in all things, he could nat 
deny that there was a real, genuine work of God upon their 
minds. He did not, however, consider agitations, visions or 
dreams, as evidence of a true conversion to God; but as ad- 
ventitious or accidental circumstances, which from various 
causes might, or might not attend it.” Mr. Wesley says these 
agitations may be accounted for “ either on the principles of 
reason or scripture. First on the principles of reason. For 
how easy it is to suppose, that a strong, lively, and sudden ap 
prehension of the heinousness of sin, &c. should affect the body 
as well as the soul, during the present laws of vital union; 
should interrupt or disturb the ordinary circulations, and put 
nature out of its course, &c. Secondly, on principles of scrip- 
ture. Here we are to add to the consideration of natural causes, 
the agency of those spirits who still excel in strength, and as 
far as they have leave from God, will not fail to torment whom 
they cannot destroy; to tear those that are coming to Christ. 
It is also remarkable, that there is plain scripture precedent for 
every symptom which has lately appeared. So that we cannot 
allow even the conviction attended with these to be madness, 
without giving up both reason and scripture.”” Whitehead’s L. 
of W. vol. ii. p. 102. 
Thus it appears that Mr. Wesley never held these “ parox- 
na .to be necessary to the New-Birth, but only that the 
ew-Birth was sometimes experienced where these existed. 
Nor do we know one among his followers that ever considered 
them essential to a change df heart; but many believe with 
Wesley that much good has been done notwithstanding them. 
Mr. Wesley consulted the most serious part of the clergy, as 
well among the Dissenters as in the established Church, res- 
pecting these circumstances ; some of whom were disposed to 
view them favourably. Mr. Ralph Erskine, though by no means 
preter in Mr. Wesley’s favour, answered, ‘I desire to 
less my Lord, for the great and good news your letter bears 
about the Lord’s turning many souls from darkness to light, &c. 
Some of the instances you give, seem to be exemplified in the 
outward inanner wherein Paul, and the jailor, were at first af- 
fected ; as also Peter’s hearers,” Acts. iil.— Mr. E. then suppo- 
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ses that sudden and sharp convictions may produce these agi. 
tations, or that Satan may, and adds,” “ However, the merci- 
ful issue of the conflicts in the conversion of the persons thus 
affected, is the main thing.” Whi L. of W. voi. ii. p. 103. 

Notwithstanding Mr.S. and the Reviewers have laboured hard 
to show that the Methodists and Calvinists are like the Jews and 
Samaritans of old, as having ‘a genuine odiwm theoivgicum be- 
tween them, yet here is an instance of liberality which they 
would do well to imitate. But instead of this, they have mis- 
represented the sentiments and labours of a great and good man, 
for the purpose, as it seems, of bringing both into contempt. 

They add, that ‘those paroxysms of bodily and mental dis. 
ease have ever since continued to be a characteristic of his fol- 
lowers.”” If by these words be meant that the Methodists have 
ever held there may be true religion where these ‘ parox- 
ysms” exist, they admit it; but if they mean that these things 
are peculiar to them, they have it ia their power to show tite 
contrary. 

Waiving the further consideration of scripture examples, we 
would observe that several of the early fathers of the Church 
often speak of such a work. The words of John Chrysostom 
are worthy of notice. Com. on Rom. vill 15. Ye have re. 
ceived the spirit of adoption, by which we cry, Abba, Father.— 
‘‘ These are the first words we utter, says he, after those ama- 
zing throes, (or birth pangs,) and that strange and wonderful 
manner of bringing fortb.”?> The instance of Mr. Bolton, a 
learned, laborious, and successful minister of the Church of 
England, is well known. He was awakened by the preaching of 
the celebrated Mr. Perkins, in the University of Cambridge; and 
was afiected with such terrors, as caused him to throw himself 
on the ground, and roar with inexpressible anguish ; yea, some- 
times, he lay pale and senseless like one that was dead. See 
Coke’s L. of W. p. 147. Note. 

“Yea,” says the late President Edwards, “Such extraordi- 
nary external effects of inward impressions, have not only been 
found in here and there a single person, but there bave also be- 
fore now, (alluding to the great revival in New-Eugiand in 1734 
—J5,) been times wherein many have been thus affected; and 
such effects have appeared in congregations, in many at once. 
So it was in the year 1625, in the West of Scotiand. It was 
there a frequent tbing for many to be so extraordinarily seized 
with terror in hearing the word—that they feli down, and were 
carried out-of the congregation. - There has before now, been 
both crying out, and falling down, in this town, (Northampton) 
under awakenings of conscience, and also in some of the veigh- 
bouring towns. In one of them, more than seven years ago, 
were a great number together that cried out and fell down un- 
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der convictions. ‘There have been also instances before now, 
of persons crying out in transports of. divine joy, in New- 
England. There have been many instances before now, in 
this and some neighbouring towns of persons fainting with 
joyful discoveries made to their souls; once several together in 
this town. And there also formerly have been several instances 
here of persons’ flesh waxing cold and benumbed, and their 
hands clenched ; yea, their bodies being set into convulsions, 
being overpowered with a strong sense of the astonishingly 
great and glorious things of God and the eternal world.” 

Mr. 7. Edwards, the father of the President, mentions a let- 
ter he saw, from Scotland, giving ‘an account of a sermon de- 
livered in the city of Edinburgh, which so affected the people 
that there was a great and loud cry made through the assembly,” 
and adds ‘that it was a common thing when the famous Mr. 
John Rogers, of Dedham in England, was preaching, for 
some of his hearers to cry out; and by what J have heard, I 
conclude that it was usual for many that heard that awakening 
and rousing preacher of God’s word, to make a great cry in the 
congregation.”” Ed. Works, vol. ili. p. p. 105—6. Edit. 1809. 


(To be Continued.) 
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RISE AND. PROGRESS OF METHODISM IN THE NORTH-WESTERN TER- 
RITORY (NOW STATE OF OHIO.) 


“THE first quarterly meeting in this circuit el was held at Wm. 

Burkitt’s, on Ohio Brush Creek, on’ the 29th and 30th of March 1800. We 

had no elder to administer the sacrament of the Lord’s Supper to us, but the 

Great Head of the Church, deigned to be with us, and blessed us indeed ! 

rae tears were shed, and some thought they never were at such a meeting 
efore. ; 

“J now left the circuit and went to the General Conference in Baltimore, 
and thought the way open and the prospect good : The people did not only 
seem willing to hear the word, but to support the preachers; I made a collec- 
tion in some ¢ongregations the last round I went, and it amounted to forty 
dollars. We had twelve classes and eight or nine local preachers, and some 
exhorters. I was re-appointed to that circuit, and returned in June 1800 in 
hope of seeing a glorious work of God ia that new country, but in this, 1 was 
somewhat yy for our difficulties rather increased. No preacher 
was sent to the Miami circuit that year, so I was alone in that wilderness, as 
it was then, for about eighteen months; and withal I was much afflicted and 
notable todo much. The members on the Miami complained loudly, and 
worse than this, unhappy disputes arose ia some of the classes: I visited them 
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and held a quarterly meeting at brother Gatches, on the 30th of August, ani 
advised and encouraged the local preachers to form classes in those places 
where they preached, and keep up discipline, and preserve the societies from 
ruin, until a travelling preacher should be sent them.” 

The person at whose house the quarterly meeting brother Smith mentions 
was held, was old brother Philip Gatch, from Virgimia, an old veteran of the 
cross of "76. Who had been once tarred and feathered for preaching the gospel 
of our common Lord—He was perhaps one among the first preachers that old 
father Abbot heard preach of the Methodist order : He removed to Ohio at this 
early period, and he and brother Francis M‘Carmack formed the first Methodist 
societies on the Little Miami; the societies now around these two old patriarchs 
of Methodism, are large and respectable. I| have solicited and may obtain 
from them an interesting account of their early settlement, and of the rise of 
Methodism among them in this part of the country. 

‘¢Our first quarterly meeting for (Scioto circuit) for this year, began at 
Moore’s meeting-house on Scioto Brush Creek, on the 27th of September. 
I believe this was the first Methodist meeting-house that was built on that 
side of the Obio river. We had no presiding elder present, but the Lord was 
with us of a truth, and condescended to manifest himself to us in the bouse 
that we had built for his worship. Our next quarterly-meeting was at Pee. 
Pee on the 27th and 28th of December; and the Lord made it plain to us, that 
he does not despise the day of small things; for he deigned to meet with us in 
our cabin on the banks of Scioto, and we had a very refreshing season indeed: 
Yea, in the presence of the Great Head of the Church, and the enjoyment of 
his love, we were as happy as if we sat among the thousands of Israel in some 
magnificent building.” 

‘Saturday, January 31, 1801, I first visited the people on Hoclshocking” 
(thirty five or forty miles east of the Scioto river) ‘and held a two-days meet- 
ing at the house ofa friend Coats, and Sunday administered the sacrament of 
the Lord’s Supper, to about thirty poor scattered, starving sheep in the wil- 
derness; and the Lord was among us: They begged for preaching, but I 
could not take them into the circuit, as | already bad more work.than I could 
do.” 

‘‘On the 28th and 29th of March, 1801, we held the first quarterly meeting 
in Chillicothe, brother Burke from Kentucky, was our elder ; having no meet- 
ing- house of our own, we were admitted into the Presbyterian meeting-house” 
‘the court-heuse, or some rented house, it must have been, for no house of 
publrc worship was built at this time) ‘‘ and the Lord was pleased to smile upon 
us, and we rejoiced in his presence. I was earnestly solicited to come down 
to Miami circuit, and help them to settle some unhappy disputes that had 
arisen in the societies on Mad-river; In May 1 went down through heavy 
rains and dreadful roads, and repeatedly got wet, took cold and got sick, and 
could only preach a few times to them, but hoped 1 had accomplished my ob- 
ject on Mad-river. On my return] held a quarterly meeting at brother 
Gatches on Little Miami, and it was a refreshing season to many. Miami 
circuit was then in a woful situation and so continued until Autumn 1802, 
when Elisha Bowman was sent there. That year things took a favourable 
turn, and a great and a glorious change was soon visible. | dragged on through 
great difficulties and much afiliction this year, and ended my labours at the 
quarterly meeting on Scioto Brush Creek, on the 29th and 30th of August 
1801, and returned to Kentucky on the first day of September following, hav- 
ing spent near two years in the Territory North-west of the Ohio.” 


Henry SmMIrtu. 
Perry-Hall, April 18, 1812. 
To the ‘Rev. Wm. M:Kendree, Bishop of the Methodist Episcopal Church.” 


The first settlers in those new countries generally follow up the water 
courses, the rich bottoms and fertility of the soil hold out such strong induce- 
ments. that they encounter sickness, and every other difficulty to possess 
themselves of such situations as are calculated in time to compensate them for 
brooking such a variety of adverse scenes. Remote from the larger streams 
it is more healtby, but in a few. years the water courses become the most dest- 
rable situatioas. 

It may be remarked, however, tbat after the first difficulties of new settle- 
ments are encountered, society becomes exceedingly agreeable wherever the 
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neighbourhoods are composed of virtuous and enlightened people. It was our 
dear brother Smith’s lot to visit this country in its first stage of improvement. 
But in process of time settlements and neighbourhoods pass through a variety 
of changes. After passing through fires and waters of affliction in these new 
settlements, and encountering innumerable difficulties, and Providence hav- 
ing granted their hearts desire we frequently see the early emigrant rolling 
in wealth, surrounded with plenty, and with all the abundance around him the 
world can afford. We hear him sigh, deeply sigh, for that sweet social inter- 
course which he once enjoyed with his God and his friends whilst he remained 
a tenant of his humble cabin ; and with a desire to fiad the same contentment 
not unfrequently makes a second removal.—Such is the disposition of man! 

The Mad river Country was settled first mostly by emigrauts from Kentucky, 
many of wham were subjects of the work, and fruit of the great revival in 
that state. Numbers from the same state settled on ‘he Big and Little Miamies, 
and great and glorious revivals of religion have attended those settlements. 

There were a number of interesting circumstances attending the introduc- 
tion of Methodism ioto those new countries, particularly the Mad-river coun- 
try where religion has flourished to an astonishing degree within a few years. 
1 will mention two singular circumstapces which occurred illustrative of 
these events, and may communicate hereafter others, as time and opportunity 
may afford. 

About the year 1808, brother H rs d,a young, and zealous, and very 
useful minister was sent to this circuit: His labours were greatly blessed, and 
there was a gracious out-pouripg of the Spirit, and a great ingathering of pre- 
cious souls. Brother S. was aman of singular cast of mind, and peculiarly 
gifted in his manner and mode of preaching; his stages being at times at 
some distances from each other, the roads and paths not very plain across the 
prairies and through the forests, he concluded to take his tomahawk with him 
around the circuit, and to blaze his way on the trees, so that he might the 
more readily know his way without the trouble of taking a guide. So he 
starts and around his circuit he goes with a heart full of zeal, doing the work 
of an Evangelist, preaching the gospel in the demonstration of the spirit and 
with power! As, under all such circumstances, a persecution was stirred up. 
A large and lustly son of Belial undertakes to stop him—He cow threatens the 
next round to beat him, if not take his life: But young S——d preaches and 
marks his way. This violent persecutor had heard that the preacher was 
blazing bis way through the country, passing the same route some time after, 
when in the woods alone, he falls upon brother S——d’s marked trees: He 
begins to examine them. And whilst he is thus employed, serious reflections 
begin to revolve through his nind. He began to reason with bimself upon the 
subject. We think we can almost realize the conversation that this man had 
with his own heart in the woods, and to hear him whisper ‘ Here is his tract ! 
And what can this man be after! He is not certainly seeking after wealth, for 
this is a poor calling to obtain that. It can’t be for honour, for 1, among oth- 
ers have risen up against him, and despise him. There must be somethiog in 
that man that | don’t possess!” Convictions began now to take hold of his 
heart, when no doubt, beginning to feel his own situation, tears begin to 
trickle down the cheek: oh could we but see him now alone; his courage 
has forsaken him, and he sues for mercy ata throne of grace! T'o see him 
first turning this way, and then the other way for a place of retirement; there 
to bend his proud heart with his knees to obtain pardon and remission of bis 
sins. He is now wounded by reflections arising in bis own mind from the 
preacher’s marks upon the trees. He returns home with a countenance quiet 
and as calm as the sky after a blustering storm: He changes his course, at- 
tended preaching afterwards, and found peace to his soul! Nor could the poor 
man rest till he thought he had made some reparation for the injury done to the 
preacher, by making him a present of a horse, which brother S——d, to grat- 
ify him accepted, and gave him to another brother who had need of bim. 

We shall mention the second singular occurrence in our next. 


THEOPHILUS ARMENIUS, 
Mount-Carmel, Illinois, Feb. 24, 1821. 
(To be Continued. ) 
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From the American Missionary Register. 
FIFTH REPORT OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 
PRESENTED AT THE ANNUAL MEETING, MAY 10, 182].. 


Secretary for Foreign Correspondence, Rev. Dr. Mitnor ;—Secretary for 
Domestic Correspondence, Rev. Mr. Woonrutt ;—Treasurer, 
W. W. Woousey, Esq. ;—Agent, J. Nitcuie, Esg. 


By the abstract which we shall now give of this interesting Report, it will be 
seen, that, notwithstanding ‘‘the pressure of the times,” the funds of the In. 
stitution have been increased, and ‘‘ the Managers have been enabled to oc- 
cupy new ground,” and “ to extend the sphere of their usefulness.” 


Bibles Printed. 


There have been printed at the Depository of the American Bible Society 


during the fifth year, 
Bib es, ° ° ° + ° ° ° ° ° e 29,000 


New-Testaments, =. ° . if . .s oe 7 30,000 
And received from the British and Foreign Bible Society, for dis- 

tribution in Louisiana, French Testaments, . . . «. . ~~ 800 

59,800 

Which added to the number mentioned in the last Report, - 171,752 


Make a total of Two HunpreEp Anv Tuirty-oNnE THOUSAND, Five Hunprep 
AND Firtry-tTwo Bibles and Testaments, or parts of the latter, printed from the 
Stereotype plates of the Society in New-York, and at Lexington, Kentucky, or 
otherwise tinea for circulation, during the five years of its existence. 

An edition of two thousand French Bibles, from the Stereotype plates, has 
been published. 

The Managers have also procured, during the year, two sets of stereotype 
plates of the New-Testament. in the brevier type and the 18mo size, from 
which 15,000 copies have been printed. They are enabled to furnish these 
New- Il'estaments at the very low prices of twenty-two and twenty-five cents ; 
and the edition is excellently calculated to supply the great and increasing 
demand for the Scriptures for the use of Sunday Schools. 

it has been highly gratifying to the Managers to receive from various quar- 
ters, during the year, many repeated testimonies to the superiority of the work 
done in the Depository ; and this fact, together with the low prices at which 
the copies of the Scriptures published by the Society are afforded, show the 
vast importance and utility of that establishment. 


Bibles issued from the Depository. 


There have been issued from the Depository, from the 30th of April, 1820, 
to the Ist of May, 182k, 





Bibles, . anteater det een 
‘Testaments, : ° ° ; : , ‘ . , ° 16,424 
Gospel of John,in Mohawk, . jt ee See oe 40 
Epes ot Jonn,m Deipwere, 2 ck le ST 10 
43,246 
In the four preceding years, there were issued, 
Bibles and Testaments, ° ° e , ‘ . . 96,314 
Epistles of John, in Delaware, ‘ es ee eS 
Gospel of John, in Mobawk, ee es 
97,102 


Making a total of One HunpreEpD AND Forty THousanp Turee HunpDRED 
AND Forty-e1GHT Bibles and Testaments and parts of the New-Testament, 
issued by the American Bible Society since its establishment. 

Of the Bibles issued from the Depository during the fifth year, there were, 
German, 157; French, 532; Dutch, 22; Geelie, 10; Welsh, 1. 

Of the Testaments, 1308 were Spanish. 

The Kentucky Bible Society have nearly disposed of the edition of 2,000 
Bibles, published by them from the stereotype plates located at Lexington. 
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They have resolved to print ahother edition, also of 2,000 copies, which is al- 
ready considerably advanced. 


Gratuitous Distribution. 


Agreeably to the intimation in the last Report, Testaments in the Spanish 
language have been sent to the Municipality of Buenos Ayres, for distribution 
among the pupils in the primary schools of that place. ‘The Board have not 
learned whether they have been received, and whether it would be advisable 
to send a further supply. They have recently been informed that Spanish 
Testaments may aeohebis be introduced into that region of South America 
through another channel, and they have resolved to embrace the opportunity 
which they now have of giving the Scriptures more extensive circulation in 
that quarter. 

Copies of the New-Testament in Spanish have been sent to other parts of 
the Spanish American possessions. In one place, the copies were disposed of 
ia three days, and numerous applications were made afterward. 

The changes which have already taken place, and the still greater ehongee 
which may be expected, in the Spanish Colonies in America,- will probably 
open the door to a free circulation of the Highy Scriptures among the inhabi- 
tants ; and there is every reason to believe, that they are deplorably destitute 
at present, and would joyfully receive the records of inspiration. __ 

The managers have recently learned that there is a prospect of interesting 
some of the Catholic Clergy in Louisiana, in the work of circulating French 
and Spanish New-Testaments in the Catholic versions, among such of our 
fellow. citizens in that State as use the one or the otber of those languages. 
By the liberality of the British and Foreign Bible Society the Managers 
have been furnished with French New-Testaments of the above description ; 
and they will now be able to forward such supplies as may be required. 

During the past year a number of French and English Bibles have been 
seat to the Vermont Bible Society for distribution in Canada, where the 
Managers of that Society expected that they would be favourably received. 
It is not yet known with what success the measure has been attended. 

The distribution of the parts of the Holy Scriptures which the American. 
Bible Society have printed in the Indian languges, is by no means s0 active and 
extensive as the Managers earnestly desire that it should be. They have 
gladly embraced an appcriurers wacemens by the Connecticut Reserve Bible 
Society, and forwarded to that Society a supply of the Gospel of John in the 
Mohawk language, for a settlement of Mohawk Indians who were able to read, 
living in the vicinity of Lower Sandusky. A gentleman in Montreal has re- 
cently written to the Managers in relation to a few Mohawk Indians living in 
a village on the river St. Lawrence, about ten miles from that city. A suita- 
ble number of copies of the Gospel of John in the Mohawk language have 
been directed to be forwarded for the use of the Chief of these Indians, and 
several individuals among them who are represented as very desirous of re- 
ceiving these Scriptures. 

Few of our Red brethren have learned to read; only a part of that number 
can understand the Mohawk or Delaware, and these circumstances, together 
with a want of access to proper channels of distribution, account for the delay 
of a general circulation of the Scriptures in these [Indian dialects. The man- 
agers invite communications from their friends, and others, who are in the 
neighbourhood of Indian settlements, and will be glad {o receive information 
of any opportunities for the circulation of their publications of parts of the 
Scriptures in Mohawk and Delaware, among such as may be able to use them. 

The Managers have much gratification in stating that a proposition was 
made by them to the Honourable the Secretary of the Navy, for the sup- 
ply of the Navy of the United States with Bibles, and that the proposi- 
tlon was received by that gentleman in the most pleasing manner. Ac- 
cordingly, 3,500 Bibles have been appropriated for this abject; with the 
view, as suggested by the Honourable Secretary, that every petty officer and 
seaman may be furnished with a copy of the Scriptures for his perusal. Suita- 
ble directions have beeh issued from the Navy Department in relation to the 
distribution and preservation of the books; and the Managers have been 
highly gratified from learning. that the officers are active*te circulate amon 
their crews, and that the men. are very thankful to rec@jve, the precious vol- 
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ume of Divine Truth. Already 1,650 Bibles have been issued for the Navy 
from the Depusitory, and the remaining 1,850 will be furnished as they mas 
be wanted. The Managers trust that, by this measure, they will be honoured: 
as instruments of conferring lasting and essential benefits on so large a por: 
tion of the seamen of the country as are emploved in the ships of war. 

Besides this large gratuitous grant for the United States’ Navy, the Mana. 
gers have made many other donations to various Bible Societies throughout 
the United States and their territories. Tbe Board have been induced to 
make these donations by several considerations. In many instances, the do- 
nations have been given:to young Auxiliaries, which were feeble in their in- 
fancy, and required the fostering hand of the Parent Institution. 

In other instances, the resuit of diligent inquiries had been the discovery of 
most affecting circumstances, showing that the Scriptures were needed to a 
degree which would scarcely have been credited without strong and positive 
comennnys In the bounds of one County Society inthe state of New-York, 
the number of 878 families have been found destitute of the Scriptures, while 
there are only about 22,000 sou/s in the whole county. By another Society, a 
County Society in the state of New-Jersey, the Board have been informed that 
‘ several persons or families had been discovered who had never seen a Bible, 
and knew not what kind of book it was, nor the origin of the human race.’ 

A Total of Frrteen Toousanp- Two:-Hunprep ANp Forty- Two Bibles and 
Testaments, and parts of the latter, value $9447 84, was issued gratuitously 
during the Fifth Year of the Society, to sixty-nine Auxiliary Bible Societies in 
various parts of the United States, to one Vessel of War, to two:Public Bo- 
dies, to eight Naval Stations.of the United States, and to eight Individuals, 
for distribution. 

In every instance,.so far as the: Managers have learned, these gifts: have © 
a received with sincere thankfulness, and have proved seasonable and use- 

ul. 

A considerable proportion of the donations has been made to the Bible 
Societies in the western parts of our country. The reasons for this have 
beea decisive. The exchange between that section. of the United States and 
the Atlantic States, has been very unfavourable during the year ; and thus the 
sums collected by the Auxiliaries there, in their lecal currencies, have been 
greatly diminished in amount, when converted into current bills which could be 
received by the Treasurer.. The very low prices of the produce of the western 
country have been attended by serious embarrassments in that region, and ren- 
dered the receipts of the western Auxiliaries far less than formerly. The influx 
of population into the new states has contioued ; and the propriety and even ne- 
eessity of placing the Sacred Volume in the bands of the multitudes who take 
no Bible with them, and of the risiog generation, are perfectly obvious, and 
very urgent. Therefore, the Managers have carefully regarded the applica- 
tions and circumstances of the western Auxiliaries. They are satisfied that 
they have not done too much for this section of our union—a section in whose 
possession of religious knowledge, and in whose habits of morality, the peace, 
the prosperity, and the honour ef the nation are so deeply involved. 


Funds. 


There have been received into the Treasury, from the: Ist of May, 1820, to 
the 30th of April, 1821, both inclusive, the following sums from the following 
specified sources; viz. 

Donations from Auxiliary Societies, Ae te tle » F6,528 8 
. Donations from Bible Societies not Auxiliary, .  . ; ~ 22715 

Remittances for Bibles from Auxiliary Societies, . . . 18,050 20 

Remittances for Bibles from Societies not Auxiliary, . .  . 7 

Donations from benevolent Societies . . . . . 228 00 

SUNN 66 i ase. A a Ge wiecueee oe Aree! Se oa 

Cootributions to constitute Ministers Direetors for Life, . 

Contributions to constitute other individuals Directors for Life, 
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Contributions to constitute Ministers Members for Life, ® 2,100 00 
Life subsciptions from other individuals, eae 830 00 
Annual contributions, .  . j : , Peg ; 494 00 
Donations from individuals, . . . . «.« =. - “A 


A Benevolent Society, forBibles, . - - - =. 

















HEPORT OF THE AMERICAN BIBLE SOCIETY. 315 


The Managers have much pleasure in referring tothe amount above men- 
iioned as received from legacies during the past year, so much beyond what 
was received from-this source during any preceding year. They rejoice ‘that 
the hearts of the benevolent have been inclined thus to remember the National 
fastitution, when making their final distribution of their earthly property ; 
and by such bequests, to aid their surviving fellow labourers in the holy work 
of circulating the pure truth, as contained in the Bible. The managers have 
resolved that every acting executor, who shall pay over a legacy of three hun- 
éred dollars, or upwards, shall be thereby constituted a Member fer Life of 


the American Bible Society. 
Auxiliary Societies. 


In the course of the past year. thirty-two Bible Societies ‘have been recog. 
nized us Auxiliary’to the Parent Institution. — The number of Auxiliaries, 
now officially recognized is two hundred and thirty-nine. 

On the subject of Auxiliary Societies, the Report remarks as follows :— 

Information hasbeen received ofthe formation of several other Societies, 
avowedly as Auxiliary to the National Society.; but ‘no official communication 
of the fact has been made to the ‘Board, or those Societies have not conformed 

to the terms which have long been fixed as Se gin in relation to every Aux- 
iliary. The Managers repeat ‘what was stated in the Third Report, that no 
Society can be received as an Auxiliary. ‘uoless its sole object shall be to pro- 
mote the circulation of the Holy Scriptures without note or comment, and un- 
Jess it shall agree to place its surplus revenue, after supplying its own district 
with the Scriptures, at the disposal of the American Bible Society, as long as 
it shall remain connected withit. This regulation does not respect the So- 
cieties not Auxiliary, which are referred to in the Nineteenth Article of 
the Constitution. 

Among the Auxiliaries formed and recognized during the past year, no small 
number are Marine Bible Societies. These Institutions are intenJed, as their 
name denotes, especially for the benefit of that class of our fellow men whe 
sre comparatively little in the bosom of society, whose home is on the deep, 
and who of course are cut off from:many religious advantages enjoyed by other 
classes of the community. ‘To them, the Bible is calculated to be peculiar- 
iy beneficial in the solitude and hazards of along voyage: and accounts have 
been received of a general sdlicitude amoug:seamen:to possess the Scriptures, 
of great attention paid to the perusal of them, and of:manifest and most impor- 
tant benefit as the result oftheir acquaintance with the contents of the sacred 

ages. : 

’ The Managers mentien with much pleasure, that the Secretary of the Ma- 
rine Bible Society of New York, in a tour through the Eastern States during 
the last autamn, was the successful instrument of forming-a oumber of Marine 
Bible Societies. Another gentleman has formed severdl ‘Bible Societies in 
North Carolina; and another, whom pecutiar domestic circumstances had 
revented from making exertions until.lately, has formed two ‘ia Maryland. 
hese gentlemen are designing further efforts as Agents of the Board. Their 
ast labours merit warm:commendation ; and the Managers, relyiog on the 
Divioe blessing, expect much from their continued zeal and industry. 

Another circular letter has been recently issued by the Standing Com- 
mittee of the Board of Managers, denominated the Auxiliary Society Com- 
mittee. The.purport.of this letter was.similar.to that mentioned in the last 
report, to request the exertions of the Members of the Society, in the forma- 
tion of Auxiliary Societies, or Associations, each in the place ‘or neighbour- 
hood of his resideace. From this it will’be perceived that ‘the desire of the 
Managers is undimioished, to increase the nuinber -and the efficiency of the 
Auxiliaries. Under:the infiuence of this desire,an Agent has been appoint- 
ed to visit several of the‘Southern States; and the Managers have re-olvec to 
send another Agent to other parts in the South, and through tthe Western 
Country, as soon as a suitable personcan be obtained. ‘The most important 
consequences are expected from these measures. The hope isto animate the 
Societies, already existing, ‘o warmer zeal and to greater efforts; and to 
effect the formation of new Auxiliaries in places where such establishments do 
not yet exist. The Managers are convinced that the expense of such agen- 
cies willbe far exceeded by their-beneficial results; and they hope, that in 
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the next report they shall be able to state that those results have been exten. 
sively realized. 

The Managers renew their recommendation, that the reports of the Aux. 
iliaries be regularly and promptly transmitted. There is an increased atten. 
tion to this particular; but it is to be regretted that there have been not a few 
instances of omission and delay as to this obvious duty. 


Selling the Bible at cost, or at reduced prices. 


The plan recommended by the Managers, of selling Bibles and Testaments 
at cost, or at reduced prices, where persons are able and willing to pay, hag 
been highly approved by all the Auxiliaries from whom accounts have been 
crt, ; and has been carried into effect, in many instances, with unexpect. 
ed and very pleasing success. Those who needed Bibles have usually prefer. 
red to give something for them; andthe process of distribution has not been 
impeded, if it has not been accelerated, by the measure referred to. The 
Auxiliaries have found their ability enlarged by it: and they have been ena. 
bled to supply more fully the necessity of those who were not possessors of the 
Sacred Volume, and yet could not, or would not, purchase it. For it should 
be distinctly understood, that the Managers were very far from designing, by 
the plan, to diminish the circulation of the Scriptures; they designed rather 
to add to it. They were satisfied that many persons would gladly become 
possessors of a Bible by paying the full, ora reduced price, whose Beas of 
independence revolted from receiving it as the gift of charity. On the plan 
which the Managers have recommended, the Scriptures are still given freely 
to the destitute who are without means, or without disposition to pay for them; 
while by receiving the wiole, or a part of the cost from such as are willing to 
pay, the funds are rendered more availing, and a degree of security is obtain- 
ed, that the volume which has been purchased has been prized, preserved, 


and used. 
In Eugland, the benefits of this plan have become more evident, as appears 


from documents received during the past year. The females of other towns 
have imitated the example set by the Liverpool Ladies’ Branch Bible Society, 
and succeeded in disposing of many copies of the Scriptures, and making 
large payments into the Treasury of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
And a very large proportion of the actual distribution of the Sacred Volume 
among individuals in England, is now performed by active and benevolent 
Jadies. {t is particularly suited to the characteristic patience, and kindness, 
and tenderness of the Female sex, to carry the plan into effect. The Mana- 
gers feel assured that their amiable countrywomen will not be found deficient 
in the pious zeal which is requisite for this labour. It is with much satisfac- 
tion that the Managers advert to the number and the efforts of the Female 
Auxiliary Societies and Associations; and they have rejoiced to hear that 
some of the ladies of two principal cities in the Union have recently en- 
gaged in the arduous, yet holy and blessed toil of endeavouring to ascertain 
all who are destitute of Bibles in the places of their residence, and of supply- 
ing them all by sales or by gifts). The Managers would bid them, ‘ God 
speed ;’ and they hope that many may become their coadjutors, that the la- 
dies in every city, and town, and village, may unite in simijar labours, and 
that the success may be as signal as the cause is noble, and the exertions are 
commendable, and calculated to heighten female loveliness. 


Preparations for erecting a Depository. 


It was mentioned in the last report, that the Managers contemplated the 
purchase or erection of a permanent establishment, for the operations of 
printing and binding, the safe keeping of the stock of the Society and the Bi- 
blical Library, and the accommodation of the Secretaries and Agent with 
suitable offices, and of the Board with a place for their meetings. Almost 
immediately after the anniversary, the Managers appointed a committee to 
obtain funds for this object, and it has been kept in view during the year. 
The requisite sum, however, has not yet been obtained; but the hopes of the 
Committee, and of the Board, have recently been much encouraged. The 
Managers contemplate making speedy and strenuous efforts; and they rely 
on the blessing of Providence to enable them to present to the Society the 
most satisfactory statement of their success in this particular, at the next an- 
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nual meeting. Itis intended not to intrench on the ordinary income of the 
Society to accomplish this ubject ; the board will endeavour to raise a suffici- 
ent amount of funds expressly for this purpose. 


Appointment of Officers. 


During the year, the Managers have had the pleasure of adding to the num- 
ber of the Vice Presidents of the Society the Hon. David Lawrence Morrill, 
of New-Hampsbire, and the Hon. Duncan Cameron, of North-Carolina. 


Projected Publication. 


The Managers are warranted in stating, that the cause of the Bible is still 
very dear to a multitude of our countrymen, and that in the past year zeal in 
its behalf has been increased in no inconsiderabie portions of our land. They 
would fan the flame which has been enkindled ; and have therefore determined 
to issue a monthly half sheet, containing information relative to the Bible 
cause. This publication will be instead of the Quarterly Extracts heretofore 
published, ond will be carefully distributed through the country. In this mea- 
sure the Board are following in the steps of the British and Foreigo Bible So- 
ciety, and hope to realize benefits similar to those which have resulted.from 
such a measure in Great-Britain and on the continent of Europe. The Man- 
agers desire to see even more zeal in the work of disseminating the Scriptures, 
and more active efforts. The labour is not for the health, the comfort, the 
life, merely of the bodies of men, but for the present and the everlasting ad- 
vantage of their immortal souls. The labour is not one which affords no pres. 
ent gladness, and which is remembered with a pang, which renders a deathbed 
cheerless, and plants a thorn in its pillow ; but it is one which affords imme: 
diate and pure delight, and the thoughts of which will be accompanied with 
joy, even amidst dying agonies. The labour is not one whose event is uncer- 
tain, which may prove ‘like the print of the pilgrim’s foot in the sand, speedi- 
ly and for ever effaced by the first breath of the desert ;’ but the promise of a 
faithful God ensures great and permanent good as the result. The labour is 
not for a man merely, nor for a nation merely, nor merely for a world; it is for 
the honour and aay of that Gon, by whom we exist, and for whose glior 
we were created: erily, in such a labour, all ages and all sexes, and alt 
who bear the name of Christians, should engage, and should be glad to devote 
to it their best efforts. . 


Foreign Bible Societies. 


The Report proceeds with “‘a summary view of the progress of the Bible 
cause throughout the world.” The facts here embraced, are principally se- 
lected from the sixteenth Report of the British and Foreign Bible Society. 
Of this document, we gave a copious and interesting abstract in our October 
Number; and shall, therefore, pass over this part of tue Report now before us. 


Complimentary Donations. 


An interesting communication has recently been received by your Managers 
from those excellent men who are engaged in translating and publishing the 
Holy Scriptures at SERAMPoRE. Twenty-six years have now elapsed since 
they commenced their work of translating the Scriptures into the languages 
ofIndia. They have now publisbed the whole Bible in five of those languages ; 
the New-Testament, and some parts of the Old in ten more: in six more the 
New-Testament is brought more than half throvgh the press ; and in ten more 
some one of the Gospels is printed; and in several, all four of the gospels. 
These active labourers state, ‘that the twenty-one languages in which the 
New Testament is either published, or nearly brought through the press, 
comprise not only the parent languages which originate most of the dialects 
in India, and indeed throughout Eastern Asia, the Sungskrita and the Chinese ; 
but also the principal braoches sprung from them, which stb the greatest 
extent oe pe ipa The editions of the Bible in the Sungskrita and Ben- 
galee, and of the New-Testament in the Hindee, the Orissa, and the Mahratta 
languages, have become exhausted.. These are the five languages in which 
the Scriptures have been most read in Iodia; and the desire for them is stated 
to be greater than ever. In consequence, the Serampore brethren had deter- 
mined, in December last, to put to press editions in these five languages, so 
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as to form a new supply of 20,000 copies. Their funds were in a very reduced 
state, and they were constrained to have recourse to loans on their individual 
credit ; yet they have ventured on the measure, appealing to the liberality of 
Christians in other parts of the world, which they have before experienced 

and on which, and the blessing of God, they again confidently depend. 

The Rev. William Ward, of Serampore, having made a visit to the United 
States, in the course of the last winter, the Managers gladly embraced the 
opportunity of presenting to him, and through him to his fetlow-labourers, 
Doctors Carey and Marshman, copies of the best edition ef the Bible pub. 
lished by the American Bible Society, as an expression of their esteem, and of 
their high approbatien of the long and successful exertions of these servants 
of God, in translating and diffusing the Holy Scriptures. 

The Managers have directed similar expressions of their esteem and appro. 
dation to be ferwarded to Dr. Morrison ef Canton, and Dr. Milne of Malacca, 
who have so nobly employed their time and their talents in preparing the Bi. 
ble for Carns. The translation of the Scriptures into the Chinese Language 
has been completed. The time is not distant when the whole Bible in that 
fanguage will be published ; and thus the means are in readiness for enlight- 
ening the many millions who use that language, with the knowledge of the 
true God and his revealed will. The British and Foreign Bible Society have 
made a fresh grant of one thousand pounds sterling, for the more speedy and 
general propagation of these Scriptures. 

In the dast report, it was mentioned that the Managers had furnished splen- 
did Bibles, to be presented to Tamahamahah, king of Owhyhee, and Tamoree, 
king of Atooi, two of the SanpwicH Istanps. Recent accounts state that 
these Bibles have been gratefully accepted by the king of Atooi. and by Reho- 
reho, the son and successor of the late king Q@whyhee. And these accounts 
further state facts which must gladden the bosom of every Christian who re. 
joices in hope of the salvation of his fellow men, that among these Islanders 
alse, an idolatrous priesthood has been abolished, and their idols have been 


given to the flames. 
Conclusion. 


In the conclusion of their Report, the Managers renew their unfeigned 
thanks to Almighty God, and congratulate their fellow members of the Society 
on the progress of the work of furoishiug the Bible tothe world. We are con- 
nected wiih that holy brotherhood, whose numbers are now so mighty in every 
Christian country. We are ‘fellow workers with God.’ In all the stupendous 
Jabours to diffuse the Bible over our land, and over all lands, we have a part. 
We are coadjutors in them, by our gifts, by our toils, by our prayers. And 
however humble may be tie share of each, and however it may be unnoticed 
by man, it will not be forgotten by Him whose eye marks the smallest offering 
cast into his treasury, and in whose word it is written, ‘If there be first a wil- 
jing mind, it is accepted according to that a man hath, and not according to 
that he hath not.’ 

The work is net done, nor will it soon be finished. It will not be complete 
even when the hundreds and thousands of our now destitute fellow citizens 
shall be fully supplied with Bibles. It will not be complete, even when in all 
the realins of Christendom there shall not be a human dwelling but shall con- 
tain a copy of the Holy Scriptures. It will not be complete, until the oracles of 
God shall be published in all languages, and circulated among all nations, and 
every family of our rece shall possess the inestimable treasure, a copy of the Sa- 
cred Voiume. Ina work like this there is room for the employment of all the 
means which love to God and love to men shall induce Christians to bestow. 
in a work like this, it is an honour to be engaged; and that honour shall ep- 
dure long after earth’s wreaths shall have withered, and earth’s blazonry shall 
have been forgotten. And in a work like this, they who toil may be assured 
of the blessing of heaven: the success with which God has already crowned 
it, has filled both its enemies and its friends with astonishment ; and in the 
faithful record of God it is declared, ‘ The earth shall be full of the knowledge 
of the Lord, as the waters cover the sea.’ ‘ All the ends of the earth shall remem- 
ber oo turn unto the Lord ; and all the kindreds of the nations shall worship be 
fore Him.’ 
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Obituary. 


From the London Methodist Magazine. 


DEATH OF MR. 


The Posuisners of the METHo- 
pist MaGazine have the mournful 
task of announcing to its numerous 
readers the death of its late venerable 
Eprror, the Rev. JoszpH Benson. 
For several months his strength bad 
gradually declined; but during the 
three last weeks of his life, the infirm- 
ities of age very rapidly increased up- 
on him, until his constitution, original- 
ly more than ordinarily strong, but 
now exhausted and worn down by his 
intense application and unremitting 
Jabours, sunk under their pressure, 
and he was reduced toa state of ex- 
treme debility. He was still soiici- 
tious, however, to attend to his official 
occupations as long as possible; and 
nearly the whole of the articles con- 
tained in the present number of this 
work were selected and prepared for 
the press by himself, or under his di- 
rection, as usual. He was only four 
days confined to his bed; and on Fri- 
day, February 16, at nine o’clock in 
the evening, he entered into the rest 
which remaineth for the people of God, 
aged 73.—Know ye not that a prince 
and a great mantis fallen this day wm 
Israel ? 

For a considerable period it had 
been evident to the family and friends 
of Mr. Benson, that those Christian 
graces, in which he had so long been 
exemplary, were acquiring that pe- 


BENSON. 


by a success not often equalled is 
modern times, he repeatedly and em- 
phatically expressed his exclusive de- 
pendence on the merits and grace of 
the Divine Redeemer, and “ looked 
for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ 
unto eternal life.” 

Further particulars relative to the 
life, death, character and labours o€ 
this excellent servant of God will be 
given to the public in due time. We 
shall only add, at present, in the lan- 
guage of some of the public journals 
which announced his dissolution, ‘‘ He 
was pre-eminent in learning, piety, 
and usefulness; and will long live in 
the grateful and reverential recollec- 
tions of his friends, and of the body to 
which he belonged.” 

His mortal remains were interred 
in the zround adjoining to the City- 
Road Chapel, London, on Thursday, 
Feb. 22. The.‘Trustees of that Chap- 
el had kindly expressed a wish, that 
they should be sited in the same 
tomb with those of Mr. WEsLry, as a 
token of their high respect for the cha- 
racter of this distinguished preacher 
and defender of the doctrines so bles- 
sedly revived and propagated in our 
country by the great Founder of 
Methodism; but his relatives very 
naturaHy preferred his own family- 
grave. About twelve o’clock the 
corpse was brought into the chapel, 

























culiar meHowness and maturity, which and placed before the pulpit, preced- 
are so often seen to stand in immedi- ed by Mr. Vasey, by Mr. Buntine, 
ate connexion with the departure of and Mr. Marspen, as President and 
pious persons, and indicate their fin- Secretary of the Conference for the 
ished meetness for the inheritance of time being, and by Dr. ADAM CLARKE 
the saints in light. During his whole and Dr. HamILton; and followed by 
affliction his mind was stayed on Gad, the relatives of the deceased, by 
and kept in perfect peace. His weak- twenty-four travelling preachers, by 
ness was such that he could only sel- about twenty gentlemen, a 
dom and sparingly converse with his friends of Mr. Benson,—and by thirty 
most intimate friends; but what he local preachers, twenty-stewards, and 
did say afforded satisfactory evidence forty other members of the society, 
of the truly evangelical and spiritual who appeared in mourning-cloaks, as 
frame of his soul. At the close of a representatives of the bodies to which 
life, distinguished by piety towards they respectively belong in the two 
God and benevolence towards his fel- London circuits, and thus united to 
low-creatures, and ofa public ministry testify their esteem and gratitude to- 
of more than half a century, honoured wards their former pastor and faithfud 
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minister. Mr. Buntinc, as the Pres- 
ident, was desired to conduct the usu- 
al service, both in the chapel and at 
the grave. Dr. Crarke delivered an 
address to the immense concourse of 
people assembled on the occasion, in 
the course of which he gave a most 
honourable > sari to the deceas- 
ed, as a sound scholar, a powerful and 
able preacher, and a profound theolo- 
gian; and Mr. Marsppn engaged in 
prayer. Itis hoped, that the deep and 
serious interest, universally evinced by 
the congregation in the solemnities of 
the day, will be sanctified by the Di- 
vine blessing, and made permanently 
conducive to their spiritual and eter- 
nal welfare. 

The Presipent has been requested 
to preach the funeral-sermon of Mr. 


Benson, in the City-Road Chapel, at 
eleven o’clock in the forenoon of Fri. 
day, March 2; aday memorable to the 
Methodists, as the Anniversary of the 
Death of Mr. Westey, which occur. 
red on March 2, 1791,—thirty years 
ago. The event will be further im. 
proved in most of the chapels io and 
near London, and probably in many 
places in the country, on Sunday even. 
ing, March 4. May the blessing of 
Gop attend the endeavours of his ser. 
vants to assist their respective flocks 
in ** remembering those who have had 
the rule over them, and spoken to 
them the word of God;” and may 
many be stirred up to “ follow their 
faith, considering the end of their 
conversation.” 
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Poetry. 





From the Christian Watchman. 


‘tIn the world ye shall have tribulation ; but in 
Me ye shall have peace.” 


CHILD of affliction! I would point thine eye, 
From misery’s hopeless depths and anguish’d 
tears, 
To where thy glorious Saviour reigns on high, 
And in the triune Majesty appears. 


Bay, do thy crimes of crimson colour hide 
Thy Jesus’ love from thy affrighted soul ? 
Go to the fountain open’d in His side ; 
There wash thy guilty conscience and be whole. 


Dost thou the death of dearest friends deplore, 
And mourn that merit has so brief career? 

Let Faith’s kecn gaze the Eternal Throne explore, 
And view their ransom’d spirits blissful there. 


Art thou alone in this wide world of woe, 
No kindred heart to feel thy bosom’s pain ? 
On Jesus’ breast a resting-place thoul’t know ; 
His arm shall shelter, solace and sustain. 


Has Providence, whese ways are dark and deep, 
Swept with its besom all thy worldly store; 

It nurs’d, perhaps, some sin which seem/’d to sleep, 
But which shall taint thy new-born life no more. 


Does penury’s cold grasp benumb thy heart? 
Oh! look to Him to whom the ravens cry! 

Does proud neglect implant the envom’d dart ? 
Thy Jesus soon will call thee to the sky. 


Have all thy anxious efferts prov’d in vain, 
The wants of life thy orphans to supply ? 

To yon bright throne go meekly and complain, 
Nor cold denial] fear, nor scornful eye. 


Do pain and sorrow waste the lamp of life, 
Aud unbelieving doubts assault thy soul ? 


Then seek to Him who’ll terminate the strife, 
And pain, and grief, and doubt, and fear cou- 
troul. 


To leave thy orphan offspring dost thou fear, 
Helpless and friendless on a world of woe ; 
No mother’s eye to shed the pitying tear, 
No mother’s breast their slighted griefs to 
know ? 


“To Me thy children leave, and trust in Me,” 
Said He, whom hests of seraphim adore: 
“ And they shall reign in happiness with thee, 
“ When tears shall cease, and time shall be no 
more.” 


Nor death of friends, nor poverty, nor scorn, 
Nor all the aggravated woes I’ve felt, 
Nor sin, nor sickness, children left forlorn, 
Shall peace destroy, or Faith’s firm courage 
melt. 


When threugh the gloomy glade of death I tread, 
No foes nor faithless fears shall me molest; 

“Thy rod and staff” shall stay my fainting head, 
And sweetly shall I sleep en Jesus’ breast. 





